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Chairman’s Chatter - July 2026         
Les Mosco

It’s Chairman’s Chatter time again! At our AGM in 
April I was unopposed as Chair so you’ve got me for 
another 12 months. We elected a Committee with 
some fresh faces and different roles, thanks to all on 
the new Committee and thanks to those stepping 
down for your previous help. As I write we’re still 
hunting for a new Secretary, I’ll be communicating 
out separately on that shortly, but if as you read this 
you haven’t yet heard we have a new Secretary, that 

means the position still needs filling so I ask you yet again to think whether you can 
help DAM fill this important role. If so, get in touch at chairman@devonadvanced.
com

The AGM reported on healthy finances; ongoing Legacy successes through further 
training; an improving number of new Associates benefitting from getting their riding 
up to Advanced levels; increased marketing effort; trophy awards for outstanding 
contributions to Barrie Dennett, Simon Jeffery and Nathaniel Goss, thanks to you all. 
Remember that our core Charitable purpose is to improve road safety and getting 
more riders up to Advanced skill level is the single biggest thing we can do. Thanks 
to all Observers for their dedication, and to all Members who spread the word about 
Advanced to friends, at shows and by casual chats with other bikers. All these help 
get people interested in DAM.

I read with envy the reports from the Portugal and Peak District trips, both looked 
superb and well attended. These are just two examples of how very lucky we are that 
DAM is such an active group with lots to do throughout the year. As always, if you 
have a suggestion for something new or different, please contact any Committee 
member. We’ve asked in the past and ‘more of the same’ seems to be the answer, 
but any fresh ideas are welcome. In the meantime, it’s Summer so stop reading this 
and get out and ride! I hope to see you on one of our events/group rides/mated 
rides/development evening or just that random meet-up at a biker cafe. Enjoy and 
safe biking!    

Regards, Les Mosco

Chair
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EDITORIAL
Catherine McKinley

I am writing this in May, so at the start of our biking summer 
journey, however, appreciate you will be reading this sometime 
in July, right in the middle of the ‘better’ weather and at the 
height of the British holiday season. I hope some of you have 
managed to get away this year, albeit on a motorcycle or by 
other means. 

This magazine publication includes some more holiday/trip 
related articles alongside sage advice from Denzel (does anyone 
know his surname and is he on social media?). 

The DAM group rides on Sundays (twice a month) and third 
Thursdays are going down well – it’s always good to see new member faces – don’t forget 
if you can’t spare a whole day out you are more than welcome to join or leave anywhere 
along the route. The same applies to the Rookie/Nookie rides which are publicised on the 
DAM website and on our social media pages.

The welcome we’ve had from The Twisted Oak, Exeter, where we held our AGM and 
recent rider development evenings got me thinking about all the places – cafés, eateries 
and pubs that are happy to open their doors to motorcyclists nowadays. When I began 
riding in the early 1980’s (aarrgghh) there was many a time I and friends would be turned 
away from establishments, just because we were on motorbikes. Simply turning up with a 
helmet in hand was enough to be asked to leave the premise. This attitude was probably 
due to a combination of negative stereotypes around fears of anti-social behaviour, and 
the general appearance of biker gear that was being worn at that time as well as a ‘ride to 
drink’ culture. It could have been a throwback to the then recent era of violence between 
mods and rockers? I think attitudes have changed now, probably for several reasons. 
Maybe establishments must be less ‘picky’ about who they choose to be clientele: maybe 
it’s because I and my friends are older and seen as less of a threat (!). It could also be there is 
more appreciation that motorcycling is no longer a the cheap transport option it was years 
ago and people who ride motorcycles now may have a level of disposable income similar 
to many car drivers; the range of alcohol-free drinks available allows people to enjoy an 
evening or afternoon out without the fear of drinking and riding; and, finally, maybe the 
actual machines being ridden are often worth more/cost more than many other vehicles 
on the road.

Anyway, I hope you all enjoy the summer months, and I’ll speak again as we come into 
autumn. 

PS – the front cover photo comes again, with thanks, from David Parnell when he was 
heavily involved in producing high quality photographs for the DAM calendar. This one is 
of Postbridge, Dartmoor – can’t remember whose legs they were, though......
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The Hidden Danger of Everyday Noise

Many people associate hearing damage with extreme environments, but everyday activities 
can be just as harmful.

Take motorcyclists as an example:

•	 At 40mph: safe exposure is around 2 hours

•	 At 60mph: just 15 minutes

•	 At 80mph: as little as 2 minutes

And surprisingly, wind noise—not the engine—is often the biggest culprit.

Without protection, the sound reaching the ear can increase dramatically. In fact, removing 
a helmet can raise exposure by around 18dB.

The Effect You Might Notice

Noise-induced hearing loss often “creeps up,” with early signs including:

•	 Difficulty understanding speech in busy environments

•	 Ringing in the ears (tinnitus)

•	 Asking people to repeat themselves

•	 Turning the TV up louder than others prefer

•	 Feeling tired or stressed after conversations

Over time, this can lead to something more serious—social withdrawal.

What starts as mishearing words can become frustration, then avoidance. People begin to 
disengage from conversations, particularly in noisy settings like pubs or family gatherings. 
This is what I often refer to as the isolation loop.

Temporary vs Permanent Damage

After a loud concert or event, you may notice muffled hearing or ringing. This is known as 
a temporary threshold shift.

While it may seem to resolve, hearing rarely returns completely to baseline. Repeated 
exposure leads to cumulative damage and eventually a permanent threshold shift.

At that point, the hearing loss is irreversible.

Can It Be Prevented?

Absolutely.

Noise-induced hearing loss is one of the few entirely preventable hearing conditions.

The most effective solution is simple:

Use hearing protection.
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Noise-Induced Hearing Loss:  
The Silent Threat  
We Can Prevent
By Colin R. Eaton,  RHAD MSHAA Audiologist – Honiton Hearing Centre

“Hearing reduction is no joke.” It may sound like a throwaway line, 
but noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) is one of the most common—
and preventable—health issues we face today.

Whether at work, on the road, or during leisure time, repeated exposure to loud sound is 
now the number one occupational health risk. The challenge? It’s painless, gradual, and 
often goes unnoticed until the damage is already done.

What Happens Inside the Ear?

Deep inside the inner ear lies the cochlea—a delicate, spiral-shaped structure responsible 
for converting sound into signals for the brain. Within it are tiny sensory cells known as 
hair cells.

These cells are highly sensitive and, crucially, they do not regenerate.

Noise damage typically affects the region responsible for high-frequency sounds (around 
4000–6000Hz). This is why one of the earliest signs of hearing loss is difficulty hearing 
clarity in speech—particularly consonants like “s”, “t”, and “f”.

As damage progresses:

•	 Inner hair cells struggle to send signals effectively

•	 Outer hair cells lose their ability to fine-tune sound

•	 Speech becomes unclear, especially in background noise

How Does the Damage Occur?

There are two main ways hearing can be affected:

•	 Acoustic trauma – a one-off exposure to an extremely loud sound

•	 Daily exposure – repeated exposure to moderately loud noise over time

A simple rule of thumb:

If you need to raise your voice to speak to someone 3 feet away, the environment is too 
loud.
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Options include:

•	 Disposable earplugs

•	 Reusable plugs

•	 Custom-moulded protection (more comfortable, better fit, and suitable for 
helmets or communication devices)

Despite common concerns:

•	 Properly fitted ear protection does not cause infections

•	 It does not prevent you from hearing important sounds

•	 It can actually improve clarity in noisy environments

A Realistic Perspective

If you are regularly exposing yourself to hazardous noise levels without protection, it is not 
a question of if you will develop hearing loss—it is a question of when.

Final Thoughts

Hearing connects us—to conversations, to environments, to people. Once it begins to 
fade, the impact reaches far beyond the ears.

The good news is that small changes today can prevent significant problems tomorrow.

If you’re unsure about your hearing, or your exposure to noise, a simple hearing check can 
provide clarity—and peace of mind.

IF WE CAN HELP - give us a call!

01404 47070
All the very best!

Colin, Richard, & Sam

Honiton Hearing Centre

Ed. Thanks to Colin and Richard, from Honiton Hearing Centre, for coming to discuss this 
topic at our March 2026 Rider Development Evening at The Twisted Oak, Exeter.
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Devon Advanced Motorcyclists
2026 AGM
This year’s AGM was held at The Twisted Oak, Exeter – thanks 
go to the staff for accommodating us through the evening. Les 
Mosco oversaw the proceedings, who was ‘in charge’, having 
completed his first year as DAM Chair. 
Les outlined his three measures of success for the club - multiple activities 
available for members; strong stream of new associates for year 25/26; and 
effective running of the club. He recognised there was commonality across 
IAM groups around the challenges to attract younger riders and stability of 
membership numbers.

Once again, in 2025/26 DAM was able to offer a range of advanced riding 
training options, thanks to the Michael Whitfield legacy; post-test training rides, 
co-ordinated by John Millgate; alongside refresher, one to one sessions with 
DAM National Observers. 

Thanks went to those committee members standing down – Stephen Hyde, 
Brian Churchward, Catherine McKinley (Secretary), David Stanley (Treasurer) 
and Simon Jeffery. David, our out-going Treasurer presented a comprehensive 
overview of the club’s budget position which remains healthy and well managed.

Simon Jeffery, out-going Chief Observer updated the meeting and confirmed 
that Richie Blyth is the new DAM Chief Observer for 2026/27.

Tony Curley (Marketing lead) outlined the sterling work being carried out by the 
marketing team to promote DAM at a range of shows and events, alongside 
working collaboratively with other motorcycle road safety organisations such as 
RoSPA. DocBike, Blood bike charities and Vision Zero. He prompted the meeting 
about the range of merchandise embellished with the DAM logo, now available.

We welcomed in some new members to the Committee, some of whom remain 
but in new roles, alongside completely new names, all of whom are listed in the 
Committee members page at the back of this magazine – Pete Adams, Paul 
Rogers and Aidan Hall. We also welcomed a new Trustee – Hamish Forward.

Les reminded those attending of the need for someone to step forward and 
offer to be DAM Group Secretary.  

The evening was rounded off by an impromptu raffle which was won by Jill 
Payne, the prize being a year’s free DAM membership.

Thanks also go to all the members who joined the Committee on the evening. 
As always, anyone who may be interested in what the Committee does and 
how the club is run can contact any of the Committee members for further 
information.

This year’s trophies were 
awarded. The Observer’s 
trophy was accepted by 
Barrie Dennett.

The John Truelove 
trophy was presented 
to Nathaniel Goss with 
thanks for all the work 
he does ‘behind the 
scenes’ around IT support 
and administration of 
SharePoint.

The John Colin Ivison 
trophy was presented 
to Simon Jeffery in 
recognition of all the 
work he does to promote 
and support DAM.
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Croatia Adventure 
Caroline Penwill

I’d been looking for a short biking holiday to fit in with my annual leave and 
remembered I’d seen some information in the IAM magazine about trips to Croatia.   
Fully planned leader led tour – that’s my sort of holiday.  Led by an advanced rider – 
even better.  All I needed to do was book a flight.  I decided to go a few days early, 
extra nights at the hotel were easily arranged.  Also, it meant I could say to people 
“I’m going to Split” which I found quite amusing, although I do have a strange 
sense of humour.

I spent a couple of days being a tourist in Split, which is well worth a visit.  The 
Old Town is based around Diocletian’s Palace which was built around 300 AD as a 
retirement home for a Roman emperor.  It’s the size of a small town and has shops, 
restaurants and apartments incorporated into its ancient walls and monuments.  
Split has a pleasant waterfront where you can take various boat trips, while nearby 
Marjan Hill provides a large, forested area perfect for hiking.

Friday was the first day of the three-day bike tour which was based at the same 
hotel and covered different areas each day.  I had ordered a BMW F750 GS low 
frame.  It was an easy bike to ride, and came with a top box as did all the other 
bikes.  I’ve never had a bike with a top box and being easily confused wondered 
why I couldn’t unlock the steering lock on the first morning.  Someone pointed out 
it was because I was using the top box key.  Not my fault if it looked the same as the 
bike key and fitted in the ignition! (Why don’t manufacturers make them a different 
colour?)  The group consisted of 7 riders plus the leader Josh and a sweeper. Bikes 
varied from a Suzuki VStrom 650 to a BMW R1300.  We were given the locations of 
each morning and afternoon coffee break and lunch stop so people had the option 
to meet up with the group if they wanted to explore on their own.

We set off in the direction of Sinj (locations are approximate!) and after a coffee 
break were on sweeping, undulating roads where I discovered that the white arrows 
on the road are very slippery even in the dry.  Not sure what they put in their white 
paint in Croatia!  We stopped at a monument in the form of a tank from the 
relatively recent war, the tour drone was deployed to take photos.  

We continued on roads with hairpins, the scenery reminded me of the Picos.  
Generally, the road surfaces were good, until we suddenly found ourselves on an 
unmade section without any warning (too late for Josh to plan another route so we 
carried on).  I get worried on a bit of gravel but this was like riding through a quarry 
with large rocks and deep stone chippings.  Well, I’m on a GS I thought, so relax 
and get on with it.  Having survived the first section, I was very relieved to rejoin the 
tarmac only to find another section of quarry like road ahead – all together 4 short 
sections.

One of the group, who likes off roading, seemed to be enjoying it.  In the afternoon 
we headed back towards Split on the coast road and stopped for drinks on the 
waterfront.  About 210 km in total.

Day 2 was a longer day of about 500 km with two sections of motorway.  We 
headed out of Split on the coast road to a viewpoint, unfortunately the café, which 
was up a hill, was on another section of unmade road which we didn’t attempt.  We 

headed for the motorway which is a toll road and then joined the scenic Adriatic 
Coast Road.  The coast road had the usual traffic of cars, bikes and camper vans but 
it was easy to get a view for overtakes and we made good progress.  Stopping at a 
viewpoint near a bend was quite entertaining as the weekend racers in full leathers 
got their knee down around the corners.  Unfortunately, I realized that my front tyre 
was very soft at this point and on checking it had 10 psi pressure.  Josh had with him 
a digital tyre inflator and strangely the tyre held pressure for the rest of the day and 
had no obvious puncture.  Josh arranged to replace the bike for the next day.  After 
lunch at Karlobag we headed into the national park which was mountainous and 
quite alpine with a nice series of sweeping bends on the way down.  

Then back to Split on the toll road (not expensive for bikes).  We stopped for dinner 
on the way back at a beachfront restaurant on the outskirts of Split.    

The next day my replacement bike was waiting, a BMW F800 GS low frame which 
was nice to ride.  We took the coast road to a beach bar at Omis where the person 
in the group who likes off roading decided to take their bike for a spin on the 
beach………..the first attempt didn’t end well but no damage, sand being quite 
soft.  The drone was filming and his mates helpfully watched him try to dig it out 
of the sand for a while before going to assist.  We then headed for a mountain 
road which, after a few hairpins strewn with rubble, was completely blocked by a 
huge landslide.  So, it was back onto the coast road to Makarska and then into the 
national park to Mount Biokovo.  We took the narrow toll road to Sveti Jure peak at 
1762m, the highest road in Croatia.  The road consisted of a long series of hairpins 
to the top, where the temperature was about 13 degrees, having been 25 degrees 
on the coast road.  After lunch in the national park and photos on the glass walkway 
we headed back along the coast.  About 200 km and back to the hotel in time for 
some of the group to catch their evening flight home.

Over the three days, we experienced a wide range of routes and enjoyed some 
spectacular scenery. The trip was very well organised throughout.  Thanks to Josh 
Hudson of Adventure Drone Biker Tours.
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Third Thursday ride
21st May 2026
Q.  What the difference between 15 DAM members on a Third Thursday Ride and The 
England Women’s Rugby Team?

A. There was only one Rose on The Thursday Ride today.

Places We Went
Tintagel: a world renown heritage site, attracting visitors from around the world.  Famous 
for the legend of King Arthur, home of Merlin’s Cave, and the 1,500-year-old Church of 
St Materiana.  (Or visitors can park their bikes in the car park and look at the tarmac.)

Rock: ‘The Kensington of Cornwall’, with extensive views across a stunning estuary to 
Padstow, home of the incredible ‘Obby ‘Oss Festival. It is popular with tourists for dinghy 
racing, water skiing, wind surfing or sailing.  (Or visitors can park their bikes in the car 
park and look at the tarmac.)

Davidstow: home of both the highest 
airfield and the largest cheese factory in 
the UK.  

The ‘Cornwall at War’ Museum exhibits an 
extensive collection of artifacts from World 
War I , World War II and the Falklands War, 
with 5-star reviews. (Or visitors can park 
their bikes on the airfield and look at the 
decrepit concrete runway.)

Things We Learnt
Listen carefully to the ride briefing in order 
to avoid over-eating during the first break – 

which was supposed to be a quick ‘leg-stretch’ (yes, we all know that that really means).

Winter liners should be removed from motorcycle jackets before 21 May.

The volunteers running the Visitor Centre at Tintagel are amazing.

For ride pilots: standing in the car park with your helmet on and your hands on your hips 
does not result in the ride participants getting back any sooner.

Things Some of Us Wish We Didn’t Do
Create a sport combining the worst features of motorcycling and mud wrestling.

Use hazard warning lights when marking a junction.

Start to overtake a lorry on the A30 when just ahead the ride pilot is moving onto the 
exit slip road.

And Finally

A HUGE thanks to our hero, Les Mosco, for putting on yet another splendid ‘Third 
Thursday Ride’.  See you all next time!

Dear Denzil - Top Tips
Dear Denzil, I know you are an amazing, advanced rider (and an amazing person too, 
come to that). What are your top tips for a person new to riding?  Yours, Wanto Gedbetter.

Dear Wanto, That’s a very broad question.  Thank you. I’ll keep my response brief 
here.  If you want more detail, I suggest you ask your Observer or come on one 
of Devon Advanced Motorcyclist’s training rides.  Here goes – my top four (today) 
are: 1) Learn to steer – smoothly and precisely.  The bike should be going where 
YOU want it to go EVERY time.  2) Long, long views ahead, well beyond the limit 
point.  Look at the top of the hedgerows ABOVE the limit point – you’ll see and 
notice so much more.  3) Corners: slow down a bit earlier – then you may find 
you don’t need to slow down as much.  In your riding plan, build in a second or 
two to change gear and let the bike settle before you lean in and accelerate.  4)  
Signal in plenty of time. There is no point in signalling as you start a manoeuvre 
– give the drivers around you time to see and react to your signal.  Yours Sort of 
Briefly, Denzil.

Annual Subscriptions
Dear Denzil, Why, oh why, oh why, oh why, oh why do I have to pay an annual subscription 
to both The IAM and Devon Advanced Motorcyclists? Your, Sky N Flint.

Dear Sky, IAM RoadSmart is the national body which has developed the Advanced 
Rider Course (together with numerous other road safety initiatives).  It outsources 
the ‘on road delivery’ of the courses to local groups, of which Devon Advanced 
Motorcyclists (DAM) is just one.  Being ‘affiliated with’ IAM RoadSmart means that 
DAM can provide the advanced riding course on behalf of IAM RoadSmart.  In 
return, IAM RoadSmart pays a financial contribution to DAM for each new member.  
While formally DAM is a separate and distinct charity from IAM Roadsmart, 
the organisations have a close and symbiotic relationship with each other. 
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I’d make two points in particular: 1) One of the rules of is that a person can 
not be a member of DAM if they are not a member of IAM RoadSmart. 2) The 
subscriptions to both organisations support charitable activities  in the world of 
road safety.  Either you are happy to support those charitable objectives and pay 
both subscriptions each year, or you are not.

Administratively, it may be better if there was just one subscription for our 
members – which was then ‘seamlessly split’ between the two parties.  Maybe 
one day.  But not today.

As an aside, ‘The IAM’ (in your question) has not been in existence for many years.  
The Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM) became known as ‘IAM RoadSmart’ in 
2016. I have heard many members refer to this change of name as ‘twee nonsense’ 
or some such.  My approach, Sky, is to politely use the name it wishes to go by.

Yours Educatingly, Denzil.

Best Bikes
Dear Denzil, I prefer BMWs over Triumphs.  Your thoughts please?  Yours, Hans

Dear Hans, Goodbye.  Yours Triumphantly, Denzil.

When SLOW means SLOW
Dear Denzil, I have recently been enlightened by a most impressive colleague that when 
you see the letters S L O W written in white paint on the road, it means Speed Low 
Observe Warning. Why has this not been explained in the Highway Code or the Advanced 
Rider Course?  Yours, Tim Walter Alan Tindle.

Dear [redacted], It seems your ‘oh so impressive’ colleague is either a Fanatic for 
Acronyms Reductions and Terminology, a Bastion Of Redundant Expressions, or a 
Constant User of Needless Terminology.  It is true that (almost always) whenever 
there is a painted SLOW marking there will also be a triangular warning sign 
immediately adjacent to it.  Riders should take a note of the sign and plan their 
next actions accordingly.  If you need to use the SLOW acronym you describe 
to remind yourself of that, please go ahead.  My view is there are already too 
many Devotees of Initials, Codes and Keywords and People Replacing Intelligible 
Conversation with Kineticspeak in the advanced riding world.  Honestly, why not 
just let SLOW mean slow?

Yours, Denzil.

Wow
Dear Denzil, Could you please pass on my HUGE thanks to the DAM Committee and all 
the other volunteers who give up their time to make DAM the successful and vibrant 
group it is.  Yours, Justin Ordain Rary-Member

Dear Justin, Consider the job done.  Yours, Denzil.

Reflection on the Michael Whitfield 
Legacy training
Nick Turner

After riding for almost 50 years, 
I completed the IAMs Advanced 
Motorcycle course and passed 
my test in May 2022 with the 
aim to become a South West 
Blood Bikes volunteer rider. After 
I passed my test, I started with 
SWBBs in June 2022.

I have ridden many thousands of 
miles over the years, including 
daily commuting, weekends and 
touring in the UK.

I have sought advice and training 
at regular intervals and so, when 
I found out through our SWBB 
area group that a fully funded 
Advanced refresher course was 
being offered by DAM, I applied.

I was surprised to learn that I was 
the first application. Surprised, 
because my thinking was that 
after nearly four years after 
passing my advanced test, there 
were likely to be things to learn 

and it was fully funded! There was no reason I could see, not to do this and I had 
assumed anyone that had passed over 3 years ago would appreciate the benefits. 

I was given a few options but chose to go for the Whitfield Skills Renew course. This, 
essentially is up to 6 observed rides and a test with an examiner at the end. The result, 
as ever, is either PASS/FAIL/FIRST, although having passed already, I would retain my pass 
if I had a bad day!

I tend to focus on what didn’t go right or as well as I would like on a ride and without 
realising this, I had lost a bit of confidence. I’d also changed my bike last year to 
something that I thought would suit the local narrow, potholed lanes. What I now have 
is lighter, newer and easier to ride but with much less power.

The new bike suits the roads around Exmoor where I like to ride but would 100 less 
horsepower be suitable for what I was about to take on?

I then began to wonder if it was a sensible decision to go through work of 
concentrating hard, every move being observed and then being tested. Why should I 
put myself through this?



I was allocated an Observer (Jon) and we met in March this year to chat about what 
was involved and what I wanted out of the course. It was a relaxed meeting and I 
started to think this could be enjoyable.

Jon and I went on the initial ride and while there was a bit of tweaking and polishing 
needed, it went well. I relaxed and with Jon’s encouragement, I did start to enjoy it.

John said that I was basically doing (almost) everything right and over the next 2 or 3 
observed ides with plenty of debriefs and discussion between, he gradually reintroduced 
a sense of confidence. I was riding safely, systematically and smoothly and my ‘sparkle’ 
had returned.

One example of the change in my riding is overtakes. Over recent years, I had become, I 
don’t know, maybe a bit lazy and just didn’t look for an overtake. Since these observed 
rides though, my observation skills have woken up and I am comfortable making a lot 
more ‘progress’.

There is no doubt that this has come from increased observation skills giving me more 
time to assess and deal with hazards as well as assessing safe overtaking opportunities.

With this enhanced level of observation and riding to a system, I was smoother, safer 
and much more relaxed.

Jon was very encouraging and was soon saying that my natural way of riding was at a 
level where I was ready for the next stage.

The next stage was for another observer to ride with me and confirm that I was test 
ready.

I met Stu in April and after a real grilling about the Highway Code, IPSGA, POWDDERSS, 
I’MSAFE and a few others, we set off.

My aim was to ride in my natural way and make the ride enjoyable for Stu. Apparently, 
that worked because Stu said that he really enjoyed the ride and confirmed that I was 
ready for the test. Then he spoilt it by saying that he would be surprised if I didn’t get a 
F1rst!

A test was booked with examiner Strawbs on 8th May, almost 4 years to the day after I 
took my first test.

I had a warm up ride with Jon on the way to meet Strawbs and while it was warm and 
mainly dry, there were a few showers but nothing too bad on the way to Torrington.

I was unusually nervous, mainly because of the expectation that I should come away 
with a F1rst – I couldn’t let Jon and Stu down. I knew that I was capable but I also knew 
that I had to ride well – I couldn’t assume anything.

Strawbs and I had a chat about what he was looking for and expected, covered a few 
questions, went through where we were going and off, we went.

I decided at that point that I would ride in my (new) natural way and try and enjoy the 
next hour or so.

The first half of the ride was dry and included a few overtakes and some lovely, flowing 
bends. I was riding my normal ride and starting to relax.

I dealt with a few of 
the usual hazards we all 
meet on a ride around 
rural Devon and felt that 
all was well.

Then the rain came, a 
lot of rain and with it, 
plenty of surface water 
and spray but it allowed 
me to demonstrate 
restraint and wet 
weather riding ability, 
so probably not a bad 
thing. Strangely, I was 
still enjoying they ride as 
even as water ran down 
the back of my neck.

At the end, Strawbs said 
that he had enjoyed 
the ride and after some 
discission on a few 
points, he told me that 
I had indeed obtained 
that F1rst pass!

A few days later I was 
out on a blood bike 
run and I realised how 
much better I was riding 
and how much more 
enjoyable riding was.

I would recommend this 
renew course to any 
Blood Bike volunteer 
rider or, in fact, anyone 
that has passed their 
test 3 years or more 
ago. Not only did it 
improve my riding, it 
was enjoyable and I met 
some great people.

And it only cost me 
some fuel!
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Moto Gear, No Idea? Learn Here!              

Highlighting The Hi Vis Question: 
To Be Seen or Not Be Seen
An opinion piece   By Daniel Knight 
“Sorry, Mate, I Didn’t See You” has unfortunately become synonymous with 
motorcycling and those also in the vulnerable road user groups, such as cyclists and 
horse riders. SMIDSY is a solid, memorable acronym; whereas the UK government and 
police’s LBFTS (Looked But Failed To See) is a bit meh, but is a more apt description. It’s 
a phenomenon that I am pretty sure the vast majority of readers will have experienced, 
or may have even been the one to not be seeing another road user. It happens, but just 
because it happens doesn’t mean we cannot improve. 

Something we see recommended by some is the use of high visibility clothing, lighting 
or reflectives, often with the idea of “they will see me coming in this!”. When I was 

selling these hi-vis vests and 
jackets in my old job, I would 
often question this notion - not 
out of a belief they are necessarily 
wrong, more so in curiosity of 
their reasoning. There was the 
occasional “my wife is making 
me” or “my parents are making 
me”, often “I have been pulled 
out on before and don’t want 

to risk it again”, plus a few other various individual reasons, including some just liking 
the brighter colour scheme on a jacket or helmet (and I cannot contest with that, I’m a 
huge fan of lairy jackets and helmets!). I also overheard comments of some riders along 
the lines of “I wouldn’t be caught dead in that”, “if they can’t see my bike, they can’t 
see that vest”, et cetera. 

My personal opinion of hi vis has varied 
over the years, coinciding with me starting 
my training with DAM, becoming an 
Observer, doing Masters, things like that. 
My current standing is: wear it or not, but 
always ride as if you are invisible. A bit 
of a meek opinion, I know, it’s similar to 
saying “it depends” without backing it 
up. So, let me back it up. 

According to a study done by the University of Auckland from 1993 to 1999 (PubMed 
ID 14742349), researchers established that across cases (motorcycle accidents involving 
serious injury or death) and controls (motorcycle riders surveyed roadside), there was a 
37% reduced risk to the motorcycle riders who used reflective or fluorescent clothing. 
That’s a huge number. But the unfortunate thing is, people’s own lived experience 

often overrules proven theories or facts. Even if you say that to a group of five riders, 
one will say “I was right”, one will say “That’s not what I have experienced”, one will 
say “I’m still not convinced”, and the last two stopped listening once you said “hi vis”. 

When it comes to my own lived experience, I have found that a severely worrying 
number of riders I have seen out on the road say to “ride as if everyone is out to get 
you”, to then only ride in blind spots, tailgate cars, and overtake in places I wouldn’t 
even consider crossing the road at. I feel that a lot of riders, even if they are radiating 
light like a mini-sun, end up nullifying their own visibility attempts by riding invisibly. 
The FortNine video on “How To Ride Invisibly” is a solid video on the topic of visibility 
- despite my grievances with FortNine (repeated incorrect and potentially dangerous 
information on the safety kit they cover being a major one), that video is a great start. 
But we can do more as advanced riders. 

Start simple: use 
your headlights or 
bright running lights 
whenever you are 
riding, it does make 
a difference. It’s 
depressing to see 
some riders and drivers 
in horrendous rain, 
with a set sun in the 
waning light, only 
using the corner lights. 

The next major thing to realise is that not only is your following distance about you 
stopping, it’s also about you being seen. If you’re up the ass of your average SUV, only 
a giant on an ADV bike stands a chance of being seen by someone coming the other 
way. Especially if you are behind a HGV or even a long vehicle, consider hanging back 
further than 2 seconds, those extra few metres could make a huge difference. This also 
means that you are more likely to be spotted in the right-hand mirror, which seems to 
be the one that sees the most use on UK roads. 

Next, blind spots: simply put, they are the places in a vehicle where most, if not all, 
observations will fail to show. If you are overtaking a vehicle or using another lane, 
avoid being directly to the side of a vehicle - ahead or behind, better than being in, 
what I call, “the kill spot”. People don’t do anywhere near enough shoulder checks, 
don’t say “they should have shoulder checked” in hospital. 

And finally, if you do want to get hi vis, instead of getting plain “block” colours on 
your helmets and jackets, why not get something with a more broken up design? In 
my eyes, the more broken up your outline is, the more defined that outline is. 99% of 
vehicles are in block colours, so get a snazzy looking helmet and a jacket with loads of 
bits of colour, and you will reduce how much you blend into those block colours. 

Just by being sensible, we can take a “Sorry, Mate, I Didn’t See You” and turn it into a 
“Oh, there’s a bike there”. That makes sure everyone gets home in time for tea. 
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WALES 
APRIL 2026
Helen Beer
It’s always lovely to get an invitation.  Dave and Myfanwy Williamson organised a 
couple of nights at the Metropole in Llandrindod Wells for the participants of the 
Western Section Photo Challenge. It was a great idea and good to meet others who 
enjoy finding interesting and remote locations up and down this beautiful country. 
The Metropole is a good central location providing excellent rooms, food and service 
and where it’s grand to catch up with friends and make new ones - the best for me 
was linking up with friends from the Rhino Rally over 20 years ago - of course we 
hadn’t changed a bit!  Five of us rode up together meeting at Aust (after a little blip 
in Taunton Services - what goes on tour stays on tour but Tracey had to get the first 
coffees). We stopped at The Walnut Tree in Llangynidr to link up with some BWAM 
friends then on to Brecon, Builth and the Erwood Cafe before Hundred House and 
over the moor to our destination after about 180 miles. Swim and good social evening. 
Perfect. 

The following day Dave organised a rideout for those who wanted it - no pressure - 
just do what you choose and he chose a fab cafe judging by the feedback. Four of us 
went to Aberaeron via the Elan Valley mountain road, the B4343 and the Bank Salt and 
Pepper Cafe in Tregaron. Back via Llandovery and Beulah. 140 fun miles.

Farewells to all and a request for a repeat event before Andrew and I headed off to 
Barmouth for a few days with other friends. Tracey, Martin and Sue headed south.  
Coffee at Gregynog Hall and linking up with Graham and Rob was proving difficult 
due to road closures so we agreed to meet at The Tilman in Barmouth - our stop for 3 
nights. We lunched at Llanbrynmair where the Wynnstay Stores has moved into the old 
Machinations site. We enjoyed the Mac Loop but a little hiccup whilst performing an 
overtake - my tank bag slipped off (operator error - the waterproof cover had slipped 
over the fastening ring - whoops) ….. a slightly scary sharp right-hand bend one 
handed but safely into a rest area to gather myself. Cross Foxes, Dolgellau, Maentwrog 
and a walk on Harlech Beach before arriving at The Tilman. A lovely hotel - good food 
and service, car park close by with security gate and great views of the beach. Graham 
and Rob arrived just before us and we enjoyed an evening in the First and Last pub. 
125 miles.

The following morning started damp so a gentle mooch and coffee in town. Then off 
on the bikes along the coastal road for ice creams at Holgates in Tywyn - if you haven’t 
you really should! Delicious! Then the narrow Happy Valley road towards Machynlleth, 
B4404 Cemmaes, 470 to Dinas Mawddwy, over the mountain to Llanuwchllyn, 494 to 
Dolgellau and back to Barmouth.  90 fun miles.

Saturday was an early stroll over Barmouth Bridge - just cos it felt like it should be 

done. Bracing but lovely - tide coming in fast and the beach underneath the railway 
was immaculate. Then off to the 5 gated road to Bala which was v quiet. We’d 
done this before on a photo challenge so did it the other way round. We visited the 
Llanuwchllyn Station for refreshments. 

The cafe at Lake Vyrnwy has closed down (poss due to car parking charges which 
is a shame) but, after a snoop in the Lake Vyrnwy Hotel and Spa we rode to Caffi’n 
Hen Shop in Dinas Mawddwy for the most delicious scones (really tops!!!). Back via 
the coast for our final supper in the Tilman. 125 miles. Time for home and stands up 
at 0915. Coffee at Caffi Clywedog as advertised in the Ride magazine- cracking spot 
overlooking the reservoir and the ice cream homemade by a dragon was absolutely 
gorgeous! The dragon was very friendly too! Lunch and farewell hugs at Erwood and 
226 miles later I was unpacking at 16.30 and thinking about the next adventure….
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2026 BMW Club Western Section 
Photo Challenge Helen Beer
A little group of us usually head to Snowdonia in February but this year we 
thought we’d wait a few weeks and were well rewarded with spectacular flowers 
(rhododendrons, magnolias, primroses, daffodils, snowdrops, camellias and forsythias) 
and plenty of lambs.  

It was 6 degrees and dry as I headed for coffee at Aust Services….but, the best laid 
plans were scuppered with an M48 closure. I’m quite geographically challenged and 
the diversion signs sent me back where I’d come from, so I headed to Michaelwood 
Services and Andrew found me there a short while later nursing a bucket of coffee 
and studying the map. We headed for Ross, Monmouth, Abergavenny and our first 
photo of the challenge at the Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway. On to The Walnut Tree 
Cafe at Llangynidr near Crickhowell on a lovely twisty mountain road which I am sure 
would have been stunning if the visibility had been kinder. The weather cleared as we 
warmed up over lunch, and we then enjoyed a progressive ride up the A470 enjoying 
snow-capped mountains. Blaenau Ffestiniog and then to Betws-y-Coed in time for a 
quick mooch in Cunningham’s (a lovely independent outdoor shop) before booking 
into The Royal Oak. We’d been here before with CW’s so it was great to be back and 
the receptionist didn’t quite understand my smile when I told her we had parked 
behind the hotel which turned out to be the staff car park and we would be locked in 
overnight - perfect. 319 miles. 

The following morning, we linked up with Martin who was staying in Llanberis and 
headed for the Transport and Agriculture Museum on Anglesey. Their cafe was open 
on a Sunday too so after photos we checked it out. On to Nefyn for the Cwrw Llyn 
Brewery photo then Criccieth, Porthmadog, Harlech and lunch at Dylans on the coast 
just before Barmouth. On to the Mosquito Crash Memorial near Rhydymain and then 
alongside Bala Lake and through Ysbyty Ifan to the Wishing Well on the B4407 (a 

twisty moorland road) returning via Penmachno to Betws. 181 miles. 

Clutches were out by 0930 the following morning, and we’d bagged Snowdonia 
Viewpoint near Nebo, The Rowen Dragon Village Sign and Rhyl Harbour by 1200. We 
had late coffee, looking at the boats. The B5106 and the B5381 were wonderfully 
high. narrow quiet roads to Bwlchyddar Post Box for the fourth and last photo of the 
day.  We met up with Tracey at Tynllwyn Farm, Welshpool who joined us for the next 4 
nights. This was a return visit for us with great secure parking, stunning views, delicious 
food, and we’d all had a good dry day, 125 miles. 

Our first photo the following morning was The Elephant Heads at Bishops Castle. 
Coffee at The Clock Tower Cafe in Knighton (where the staff seemed disappointed, we 
weren’t going to rob them - maybe the town needed some excitement…). Next was 
Bridge 1147 in the middle of nowhere and then the Begwns National Trust sign high 
on a hill in open moorland - beautiful. The roads then got very nadgery and one bike 
decided to take a nap … with gentle encouragement all was fine again - what goes on 
tour stays on tour. Then on to Erwood Station Craft Centre for sustenance, Llanfihangel 
Nant Bran Church and lastly the Red Kite Statue in Llanwrtyd Wells. 

A quick blast to the Llanerch Inn in Llandrindod Wells and 167 (mostly) dry miles. 

Next day we were away at 0930 and a stunning quiet ride along the Elan Valley to The 
Arch Picnic Site - a little cold and windy, but sunshine and clear views. Coffee was at 
the Halen a Pupur in Tregaron (a lovely community cafe in an old bank building). 

A closed road meant goat tracks and hairpin bends to Dolbantau Bridge and number 3 
of the day was the Memorial Plaque to Barbara Cooter in Nevern. 147 miles of mega 
grins - a relaxed day with a good mix of riding. Our overnight stay was at the Best 
Western Lamphey Court Hotel and Spa.

The following day brought with it a storm and 50 mph winds…we debated our choices 
over breakfast but decided to run with it and hope for the best. At 1015 we headed 
to The Pump House at St Brides Haven and then down to Dale near Milford Haven for 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Samantha Wadge, John Halling, Ian Mountford, Don Jones, Nigel Birt, Paul 

Martin, Nick Lowe, Andy Wright, Mike Lane, Hugh Swan, Stan Aitken, Onur 
Egitim, Grant Powell, Nigel Caseley, Matt Bird, Tim Werry, Stephen Cole. 

Test Passes
Associate Observer

Peter Richards

Arwen O’Callaghan

Paul Croxall

Nick Turner (F1rst)

Simon Dovell

Ashley Curtis (F1rst)

Andy Pidsley

Robert Newey (F1rst)

Rodney Rayner

Simon Jeffery

Barrie Dennett

Jonathan Evans

Stuart Taylor

Philip Pike

Simon Padley

David Page

27

The Observer Team 
June 2026

NO = National Observer

COTT = Chief Observer Training team

TO = Trainee Observer

CO – Chief Observer

TL – Team Leader

NORTH AREA (10)
NO: Robin Watts TL/COTT
NO: Nigel Bond
NO: Simon Kidner 
NO: Martin Rushworth COTT
NO: Andy Pratt 
NO: Hector Vass
NO: Stuart Taylor
NO: David Strickland
NO: Jonathan Evans
TO: Sandie Puttick

EAST AREA (5)
NO: Gareth Taylor
NO: Ian Holten TL/COTT
NO: Richard Blyth COTT/CO
NO: Leanne Wilkinson
NO: Paul Haines

SOUTH AREA (11)
NO: Dave Page TL/COTT
NO: Phil Pike
NO: Steve Westlake
NO: Tony Curley
NO: Graham Hirst
NO: Barrie Dennett COTT
NO: Nick Marks
NO: Andrew Robertson
NO: Richard Thorns
NO: Brian Lee COTT
NO: Sam Iskander

WEST AREA (8)
NO: John Millgate TL/COTT
NO: Simon Jeffery
NO: Mark Fouache COTT
NO: Alex Thomas
NO: Richard Wiseman
NO: Tim O’Callaghan
NO: Darren Evans
NO: Andy Burden

CENTRAL AREA (10)
NO: Ian Pruce TL/COTT
NO: Dave Mudge
NO: Rodney Rayner
NO: Brian Strong
NO: Dave Grant
NO: Simon Padley
NO: Chris Palmer
NO: Les Mosco
NO Dave Sutherland
NO: Chris Kingsley
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coffee in the Yacht Club, now called Tan A Mor, and what a find - the new owner has 
biking connections. We were welcomed in before opening time and heard all about 
their locally sourced menu and how they want to offer Helmet Discounts - definitely 
worth a visit. Dale was sheltered from the day’s high winds but we finally ventured out 
again to the Bronwydd Arms Signal Box where the staff were chuffed their location 
was one of the chosen photos. 

Off to find another coffee and YBarbican at Kidwelly was perfect - a farm shop and 
cafe where we were given a warm welcome and lots of space for our soggy kit by the 
friendly staff…and the food was delicious too. The King Arthur Hotel on the Gower 
was our last overnight stop. The last bit of our 127 miles today kept us on our toes as it 
was open moorland near the coast - several dancing bikes were grateful to land safely 
in the pub car park. A relaxed evening with real fires and a great menu.

Homeward bound and the last 2 photos to collect.  We had a delicious breakfast 
watching a hailstorm sweep across, but the rest of the day was dry. Firstly, Wales’ 
smallest cinema at Parkmill and our final one was the Tommy Cooper Statue in 
Caerphilly where we had a celebratory coffee, before fond farewells. 198 miles - 1264 
in total for the trip. Thanx to all for your company and to Steve and Dave for organising 
the challenge.
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Date What Where

JULY

Sat 4
Rookie Ride
(south-ish starts)
(open to all members)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

Sun 12
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details 
9am for 9:30am start

Weds 15 Rider Development 
Evening JCF tyres & accessories. The Twisted Oak, Exeter. 7pm

Thurs 16
Third Thursday Group 
Ride (full members or 
associate with observer)

See Website for details.  
Contact Les Mosco thursdayrides@devonadvanced.com

Sat 18 Post Test Training Ride 
(open to all members)

Contact John Millgate
Triumphjohn955@gmail.com 

Sat 25
N’ookie Ride
(north-ish starts) (open 
to all members)

See website for details (A Rookie Ride in the north-ish)
9.30 am for 10am start. 

Sun 26
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details 9:30 am for 10.00am start

AUGUST

Sat 1
Rookie Ride
(south-ish starts)
(open to all members)

See website for details  
9am for 9:30am start

Sun 9
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details  
9am for 9:30am start

Sat 15  Post Test Training Ride 
(open to all members)

Contact John Millgate
Triumphjohn955@gmail.com 

Weds 19 Rider Development 
Evening DocBike – The Twisted Oak, Exeter. 7pm

Thurs 20
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See Website for details.  
Contact Les Mosco thursdayrides@devonadvanced.com

Sun 23
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

 Sat 29 
N’ookie Ride
(north-ish starts) (open 
to all members)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

WHAT’S ON REGULARLY ARRANGED BY DAM? 
PLEASE ALWAYS check the website or event co-ordinators for up-to-date information.

Also please double-check times after clock change. www.devonadvanced.com 

DISCLAIMER THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE 
OF THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. PUBLICATION OF AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER DOES NOT IMPLY APPROVAL OF THE GOODS OR SERVICES BY THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED 
MOTORCYCLISTS.

Our Facebook page is quite active now so please 
continue chatting on it and we might attract 
some new members. Search for Devon Advanced 
Motorcyclists and at www.devonadvanced.com

SEPTEMBER

Sat 5 Rookie Ride
(south-ish starts)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

Sun 13
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details  
9am for 9:30am start

Weds 16 Rider Development 
Evening Biker Down – The Twisted Oak, Exeter. 7pm

Thurs 17
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See Website for details. 
9am for 9:30am start
Contact Les Mosco thursdayrides@devonadvanced.com

Sat 19 Post Test Training Ride 
(open to all members)

Contact John Millgate
Triumphjohn955@gmail.com 

Sat 26
N’ookie Ride
(north-ish starts) (open 
to all members)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

Sun 27
Group Ride (full 
members or associate 
with Observer)

See website for details
9am for 9:30am start

Sun 27 Westpoint Skills Day
(members to prebook)

Contact Rodney Rayner
grouprides@devonadvanced.com



KEEPING UP WITH  
YOUR RIDING AMBITIONS 
What can Devon Advanced Motorcyclists do for you?

In three minutes time, you’ll know exactly that.

Devon Advanced Motorcyclists is THE leading provider of IAM Roadsmart’s 
Advanced Rider Course in the whole of Devon!

We are here to make competent and confident motorcyclists.

We have a team of nationally qualified Observers who can help you become 
the best motorcycle rider you can be.  And help you stay that way.

If you have no ambition for this, stop reading here.

The Advanced Rider Course 

We are affiliated with the national road safety charity IAM RoadSmart.  Our 
role is to provide on-road coaching to enable IAM RoadSmart members 
achieve a nationally recognised advanced riding standard.

Advanced riding is the ability to maintain focus on the road and traffic 
environment and to take timely action to deal with it safely, smoothly, and 
systematically.  It’s a frame of mind.

Our members come from all walks of life and all ages.  Our common goal to 
be the best riders we can be.  The only prerequisite is that you should 

have a full (A or A2) motorcycle licence.

£175p PLUS PETROL To apply for the Advanced Rider Course visit  
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider. 

The course includes the Advanced Rider Course manual, one-one on-road 
riding sessions with your allocated Observer, the price of the advanced riding 
test, and one year membership of both IAM RoadSmart and Devon Advanced 
Motorcyclists. 

Not sure? We offer a free, no-obligation, Taster Ride where so we can 
answer all your questions. To apply for one of these free Taster Rides  
visit www.advancedmotorcyclists.com or contact Mark Fouache on 
tasterrides@devonadvanced.com

£219 

PLUS 

PETROL

31

Social Rides 

At any one time, we have up to a hundred people like you preparing for their 
advanced riding test.

We encourage new members to attend our regular social rides aimed at those 
new to advanced riding.  We call these Rookie Rides, and they take place on 
the first Saturday of each month.  You can use the opportunity to compare your 
advanced riding experiences with other new members.

Once you have passed your advanced riding test, you will be eligible to join 
our other Group Rides.  These tend to be longer, all-day rides, and normally on 
more challenging roads than the Rookie Rides.  You’ll be riding in the company 
of experienced advanced riders and come to enjoy the best riding roads and 
destinations the county has to offer.  Put these regular dates for Group Rides in 
your diary now: the second Sunday of every month, the fourth Sunday of every 
month, and the third Thursday of every month.

Devon Advanced Motorcyclists also organise a number weekend or longer 

trips throughout the year to UK and European destinations.

Detailed arrangements about forthcoming Rookie Rides and Group  
Rides are emailed to members on a regular basis.  Contact our Rookie  
Ridesco-ordinator rookierides@devonadvanced.com or our Group  
Rides at grouprides@devonadvanced.com for more information.

The End of the Beginning 

For some new members, passing their advanced riding test and joining in with 
the regular social rides is sufficient for them to keep their advanced riding skills 
honed. For many more that is just the beginning.

We continually encourage all our members to take opportunities to keep their 
advanced riding skills up to scratch.  Newly acquired skills can (and do) fade 
remarkably quickly.

IAM Roadsmart offer a Fellowship membership status:  in return for an additional 
annual subscription, Fellow members are automatically offered a re-test of their 
advanced riding skills every three years.  What better way to keep you on your toes? 

Information about Fellowship membership can be found  
at www.iamroadsmart.com/membership. 

FREE 

FOR

MEMBERS
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FREE

£18

PER 

YEAR
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Alternatively, to take your riding skills up another level, you might consider 
the Masters programme.  This provides mentoring support and guidance that 
will help you attain the highest standard of civilian riding in the country.  The 
coaching encourages the use of professional riding techniques used by police 
and other emergency services riders.

Information about the Masters qualification can be found  
at www.iamroadsmart.com/masters. 

If something less formal is your thing, we run a variety of events offering 
ongoing encouragement of advanced riding.

On the third Saturday of each month, we run Post-Test Training Rides.  These 
offer you the opportunity to ride with experienced observers who will offer 
suggestions for improving and refining your ride.  No fee.  No obligation! No 
reason not to!

Contact triumphjohn955@gmail.com to book your place  
on a Post-Test Training Ride.

Personal Training Ride: Your DAM membership means you are eligible 
for bespoke one-one coaching from one of our Observers.  Just fill up your 
Observer’s tank and away you go.  Any time, any place, anywhere.

To arrange your Personal Training ride, contact  
chiefobserver@devonadvanced.com.

Be a Giver

The ultimate way you can hone your advanced riding skills is by passing your 
knowledge along by joining the club’s team of Observers.  Observers are not 
only excellent advanced riders, but also possess the personal qualities to coach 
and encourage others to ride to the best of their ability.  You will receive 
training to a nationally recognised standard overseen by the Institute for the 
Motor Industry.

If you think you have what it takes to become an Observer, get in touch 
with Richie Blyth, your chiefobserver@devonadvanced.com.

£345

FREE 

FOR

MEMBERS

New member to DAM?
If you are a new associate member, please contact our Observed Rides Co-
ordinator (see Committee members page in this magazine for details) as 
early as possible, preferably by email, even if you don’t intend to start your 
Advanced Rider Course immediately.
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DAM Merchandise
The DAM Marketing have been working hard to set up a simple way you can 
order DAM kit. Please follow the link below to see the DAM merchandise you 
can purchase.

https://www.moette.co.uk/Clubs/Cycling/Devon-Advanced-Motorcyclists

Please be aware you have to pay for P&P. You may want to combine your orders 
with a few friends to reduce the overall cost of postage.
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Committee & Club Officers

Chairman:  
Les Mosco
E: chairman@devonadvanced.com 

Group Secretary:
E: secretary@
devonadvanced.com VACANT

Chief Observer:
Richie Blyth
E: chiefobserver@
devonadvanced.com 

Treasurer: 
Aidan Hall
E:treasurer@devonadvanced.
com

Marketing Officer/Events 
Coordinator: 
Tony Curley
E:marketing@devonadvanced.com 

Group Rides Co-ordinator:
Rodney Rayner
E: grouprides@ 
devonadvanced.com 

Newsletter Editor:
Catherine McKinley
E: magazine@devonadvanced.
com 

Webmaster:
Nick Tucker
E: webmaster@ 
devonadvanced.com 

Rookie Rides Co-ordinator: 
Simon Jeffery
E: rookierides@devonadvanced.
com

Membership:
Barrie Dennett
E: membership@
devonadvanced.com

Observed Rides Co-ordinator:
Ian Pruce
E: observedrides@outlook.com

Rider Development 
Evening Co-ordinator:
E: riderdevelopment@
devonadvanced.com

Legacy Chair
Philip Pike

legacy@devonadvanced.com

Other Committee Members:
Peter Adams
Paul Rogers

DAM Trustees
Les Mosco (Chair)
(Secretary)
Aidan Hall (Treasurer)
Richard Whybra
Philip Pike, David Mudge & Hamish Forward




