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Chairman’s Chatter

Les Nosco

This is my first ‘Chairman’s Chatter’, so let me
immediately say that I'm honoured to have been
appointed as DAM Chair at our AGM, and I'll do
my best to serve you well. From my time as Legacy
Chair, | know that DAM and the Committee have
lots of enthusiastic members who share an interest
| in biking, safety and riding standards...and having
fun. I'll try to support all of that.

For those who don’t know me, | came back to biking when | retired 10 years ago
from full time work and since then I've held several Charity Trustee positions,
which help me understand some of the DAM Chair and Trustee role. \We moved
to Exeter 42 years ago when | transferred to DAM from the Herts & Beds group.
| started DAM’s Third Thursday rides (selfishly as | prefer midweek rides!) and
more recently have benefitted through additional training for F1rst, Masters and
Observer. So, | owe DAM for the riding experiences it's given me, and | hope as
Chair to give something back.

I've set myself 4 priorities as Chair:

1. Grow numbers through recruitment and retention

2. Operate the Charity well but as simply as possible

3. Learn/copy from other Groups’ positives and negatives
4. Make it as much fun as we can as a DAM Member

These don’t need much explanation and the first is perhaps most important.
The more new Associates we can train to Advanced standard the safer we make
the biking community. More recruits makes DAM more dynamic. But we —and
many other IAM local groups - have a long history of training new Associates
who leave DAM soon after passing the ARC. We need to make DAM more
attractive and appealing so that newly qualified Members want to stay and
enjoy our activities. Please, if you have any suggestions to improve DAM email
me on Chairman@devonadvanced.com . I've learned from here and other
groups that our members are always a huge untapped resource: you will have
loads of good ideas (and some whacky ones!); within our membership there’s
an expert in almost any and every subject if we need help; we need you to step
forward and contribute if a call comes. So, enjoy being part of DAM and if you
can, be active and help!

www.devonadvanced.com
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EDITORIAL Diana Percy

<

Full summer and we will have been enjoying some glorious weather and roads
clear of summer visitors- not for long!

With increasing age also comes increasing physical weakness (or at least it has
for me). | have had a few ‘OMG’ moments on the Tiger, like at junctions where
you have to stop on a hill or camber. It is top heavy and my feet are often not
flat on the ground. It's all skill not strength | hear you say- yeah yeah. Anyway,
| have a 2006 Kawasaki ER6 which | hadn’t been riding that much; | mainly lend
it to a friend who doesn’t have a bike. It needed an MOT the other day so |
drove it there and it was a revelation! It is a massive 40 kilos difference in weight
comparing dry ER6 to wet Tiger 800. It is a fabulous bike if not as comfortable as
the Tiger; | am enjoying thinking of mods to make it more so. Therefore, | may
be thinking of using that bike more. I'll prob end up getting GS knowing my
decision-making possibilities! (That was a joke...)

Incidentally, | know people are often reluctant to lend bikes, but it has been
brilliant to be able to share biking with 2 friends who wouldn't otherwise be
able to ride. Really special. Another friend | lend to has completely revamped my
garden in exchange!

Anyway, enough about me and my bikes, | hope you enjoy this magazine. Thanks
for all contributions. I'm taking over the Rider Development Evenings soon- please
tell me what you'd like to see there.

Please come to the SUMMER BASH with friends and family on 18th Aug at The
Granite Way Café 12pm. It was lovely last year.

Ride safe, Diana x

www.devonadvanced.com
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Official Provider

Please note dates of next committee
meetings, all members are welcome.

Tuesday 17 June - Swans Nest, Exminster
Tuesday 16 September - Cromwell Arms, Bovey Tracey
Wednesday 8 October - Swans Nest, Exminster
Wednesday 12 November - Cromwell Arms, Bovey Tracey

NB: Committee meetings are now monthly apart from July and August. Come and
exercise your right to have a say in the club.

DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

2025 SUMMER BASH
12pm Sunday 17th August

Granite Way Café, Okehampton, EX20 1EW
All members, friends and family are welcome
No advance booking required

£15 buys a pulled pork bap, cake and a hot drink
Vegetarian alternatives

Optional ride-ins from:
Barnstaple (Roundswell Retail Park)
Exeter (Moto Services)
Totnes (Steamer Quay)

Arrive by 9am for a 9:30 departure:
Details to be sent by email and on www.devonadvanced.com

www.devonadvanced.com
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Cracking Day Out Gromit
Hector Vass
IAM Track based skills days | am sure are standard fare in many IAM magazine articles
so here is another review, they are all wonderful. Let me gush...

But seriously, they are really useful for the obvious reasons to get your eye in for the
new season, get ahead of the bike and improve your IPSGA skills.

Edwina's

Map based an data fram July 3, 2006

746 ft (227 m)
1 1 1

- ghit
gebbe sual® John Cooper Esses

Charlies

Devil's Elbow

Shaw's Hairpin

Length of black layout:
1.3066 mi (2.1028 km)

| have just done the season opener; | really don't like riding fast. So gentle
green lane riding and doing moto gymkhana is the only place | am prepared
to even entertain crashing. Hoon has little attraction for me but unfortunately
however many times | tell people | am not competitive, | kind of am a little
competitive with myself. We all learn through play and to play you have to
commit.

Only on the track can you flex your mental muscles in order to get ahead of
aircraft (for which read bike). So Gerard's bend, the long right hander was no
fun for me the first few sessions out, | know, obvious stuff — ‘look up!”.

If you have been you will know you line yourself up in order within the broad
categories of A ‘lot of track experience’, B ‘some’ and C ‘new to it’ group.
Within these more confident on the left, less on the right before you are
detailed off in strict order to an instructor in groups of 4. So, after the first
session | often wish 1'd stepped a little to the right. Seems kind of arbitrary
and a little naff that you must assess yourself as surely you can end up in

the ‘wrong’ group. Well, yes you can. I've done training before where time
is taken pre the event to quiz you on your riding and your goals with an
experienced racer’s ear assessing what group to place you in. It takes a lot of
time, might be a little better but is by no means perfect either.

www.devonadvanced.com



It does feel a bit random as who knows, other than in the broad group A, B
or C where you should stand. My only advice is not to ride with others you
normally ride with as you miss the opportunity to ride and bond with people
you don’t know during the day. So during the first couple of sessions it's easy
to know if you're struggling as others are up your a*** and the rest p*** off
as the pace settles in.

At which point you have a duty to yourself and others to make a good
decision. Apply yourself or ask to move. Duty to yourself, you don't want

to be struggling all day. Duty to the collective, as a strange psychology
happens to your little group of 4: it either soars or sinks as a group. I've been
in a group that was struggling and felt the pressure to underperform, not
challenging myself for the collective good before giving myself a talking to as
that helps no-one. It does however put others in your group under even more
pressure.

It is a problem, especially on small circuits where, as the day goes on, you
continually bunch up to the slower group before being released in the latter
sessions allowed to pass, great fun for us not such fun for anyone struggling.
This imbalance just gets worse as the day progresses.

The solution is to get a bigger, faster bike with more electronics to keep you
safe as you push your inability into the grey zone where speed creates tunnel
vision and all the colours become washed out. | jest, but it does bring up an
interesting feature of a skills day, well almost any day out with other riders.
Modern bikes are complex and way more capable than most of us.

| was out on the Exmoor Forest day the previous weekend with the Somerset
trail riders federation, so private land, 250 participants, not racing just enjoying
the countryside trails getting dusty. In the first circuit of the day we ended up
riding behind the most vivid orange I'd ever seen, it turned out it was brand
new that week. Plastics fade with uv into ‘that orange’ even on a ‘six days
enduro” a 250cc bike that cost over £10k. Poor guy was not having a good
time. | was having a wonderful time on my Chinese-made trail bike under
absolutely no pressure. | really hope he turned it around during the day, he
probably soared by the end while | repeatedly punched myself in the chest
with a handlebar and did my first ‘superman’.

But a serious point, if anyone is riding a ‘modern’ bike with an electronics
package you really need to do a skills day. Let's face it, very few big bikes
(>500cc in my book) don’t have an electronics package these days. How else
other than on a track-based skills day are you going to get past the marketing
blurb or work out what those vague promises quickly followed by a disclaimer
in the manual actually mean. Please do not be unrealistic and expect the

www.devonadvanced.com

O
m
<
(@)
=
>
2
>
=
N
m
O
<
@)
_|
(@)
=
@)
<
N
—
N
_|
wn




w
|_
w
—
O
>
)
x
@)
|_
@)
=
()
Ll
)
<
>
a
<
=
@)
>
L
()

salesman in the dealership to know, margins in the trade are wafer thin and
apart from a lucky few most will not have had a chance of a manufacturer’s
day out at the track.

| learned a lot about the electronics package on my skills day out and was
inspired to actually RTFM when | returned home. | had always just plumped
for ‘Dynamic’ mode, it seemed about right the first few times out on the road
when | got the bike (I'm embarrassed to admit I've had the bike a few years).
Now | have read the manual, the slightly strange combination and hence
interaction of engine map, engine braking map, abs, traction and wheelie
control that they plump to call ‘Dynamic’ kind of explains a lot. | could happily
lift the back braking but try and progress the throttle at too high a lean angle
and | had nothing. Really weird feeling to have someone or rather something
else intervene just when you are plying your craft. | now have a better chance
to understand what engine map level 1 engine braking 2 abs 2 abs 2 traction
4 wheelie on and why it might be called ‘Dynamic’ for marketing purposes
and what | may tweak for next time. Similarly, | have a better appreciation of
why ‘Commute’ for marketing purposes is actually really useful even if | am
not going to work.

I'm not dissing my manufacturer’s choices, at least under heavy braking my
‘Dynamic’ does not let go the front brake if the back lifts a little, not what you
want coming into the hairpin. Not to be confused with ABS, turns out this is
not an uncommon ‘feature’ especially on adventure style bikes.

You really cannot work any of this out on the road so a few hundred quid for
a track-based skills day seems the obvious day out to me. | always enjoy them
in hindsight.

www.devonadvanced.com



Dear Denzel....
(here he is again...)

Care in the Motorcycle Community

Dear Denzel, Gentleman of a certain age may sometimes need more comfort stops on
group rides and tours than organisers plan. Since crossing one’s legs is not that easy on
a bike, what do you recommend? Yours longingly, Mr LEG Cross.

Dear Mr Cross, Following extensive research | have discovered that Devon
Advanced Motorcyclist is a motorcycle group, not a social care provider. Feel free
to pull over for your ‘rest’ at any time. The ride sweeper will wait patiently (and
normally will not watch).

Death Wish

Dear Denzel, | have recently joined DAM and am proud to have received my advanced
rider certificate. When on group rides | often see others doing stuff I'm sure my observer
wouldn’t have encouraged me to do. Do they have a death wish? Have you had similar

experiences? Yours, Mr G Tooshoose

Dear Goodie (if | may call you that), | suspect most members of DAM do try very
hard to ride to the advanced standard all the time. We are all human and all
make mistakes ... so let’s not be too harsh on our fellow club members. They'll be
harsh enough on themselves. The most dangerous thing | see regularly on group
rides is overtaking on the approach to a junction. Drivers behave erratically
around junctions: the ones you can see and the ones you can't see (yet). There
will be some road after the junction. Promise.

Sometimes it's obvious, sometimes less so.

If you'd like to prevent your newly acquired riding skills from fading, why not join us on
one of our Post Test Training Rides. These take place on the third Saturday of every month
and are open to all members. Watch your email inbox for more details.

www.devonadvanced.com
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Enthusiasm, Really?

Dear Denzel, | am a member of DAM and would really like to help the group do more
and more events and activities. | am so enthusiastic and am told | am excellent at
organising things. | have an eye for detail and pride myself on getting things done. Tell
me what you need, and I'll sort it. What's more, | have so much time on my hands these
days. | think it’s just not fair that currently the group’s activities are organised by such a
small team of dedicated volunteers. | assume | should get in contact with the organising
committee chairman, chairman@devonadvanced.com. Is that right? Yours, Hap E Twelp.

Dear Hap, Sorry, | have just woken up from having an implausibly good dream.
What were you saying?

Dear Denzel, | have noticed that on Rookie Rides there is a wide range of riding ability,
ranging from very cautious to very ‘spirited’. Surely it would be better ‘grade’ DAM rides
to ensure the developing riders don’t get discouraged, and the more competent riders

don't get frustrated. Your frustratedly, lvanto Govaster..

Dear lvanto, That is a fantastic idea. So fantastic, in fact, that we addressed this
issue many years ago. Our Group Rides (normally on the 2nd and 4th Sunday
of every month) are aimed at full members: that is members who have already
obtained their advanced riding certificate. In contrast our Rookie Rides (normally
on the first and last Saturday of each month) are focused on new members and
members of the public interested in joining DAM. Rookie Rides tend to be
shorter and tend to avoid particularly difficult roads. For the more experienced
riders attending Rookie Rides, | would encourage them to demonstrate some
patience. There is no need to be frustrated: our rides guidance allows people
to overtake other riders in the group, provided it is done safely and legally. If
you are following a ‘slower rider’ but are unable to find a safe opportunity to
overtake, perhaps you are not advanced as you think you are. If you are a less
experienced rider being overtaken, there is no need to feel discouraged: it's
better to have them in front of you! You will not get left behind - the Sweeper’s
job is to stay behind all other riders to help ensure everyone gets to the end
point happy and safe.

Dear Denzel, Should | use my hazard warning lights when | stop to mark a junction
during a Group or Rookie ride? Yours, F Gordon

Dear Flash, The IAM RoadSmart Group Rides Manual says that you must ‘never
compromise your safety or the safety of others by stopping in a dangerous
location’. The Highway Code says ‘never use [hazard warning lights] as an excuse
for dangerous or illegal parking’. If you feel the need to use hazard warning
lights, perhaps you should instead consider whether you have stopped in the
best place.

www.devonadvanced.com



Andy’'s Belated Bank Holiday Blast
Sunday June 1st, 2025 Chris Buxton

Summoned by email and a promising weather forecast, 9 riders, and one lucky pillion
arrived at the new EG services in Barnstaple, to join Andy for the 08.45 briefing. The
briefing included a comprehensive overview of the superb route that Andy had planned
for our enjoyment, as well as ensuring that all riders were comfortable with the 2nd
person drop off system.

A mix of motorcycles, Triumph, KTM, Suzuki, Kawasaki and the ubiquitous BMW:'s,
departed in light cloud, with the sun just breaking through, led by Andy Pratt and
superbly swept by David Strickland.

Heading out on the B3232, the group made great progress through a series of sweeping
bends, before turning off towards High Bullen. Progress from High Bullen to Atherington
was a little slower, as a long stretch of the road, featured areas prepared for new tarmac,
leaving frequent changes in surface level, and unavoidable ramps, followed by resurfaced
miles, still holding loose grit. All hazards were negotiated with skill and restraint, whilst
making timely progress where safe to do so.

More good bendy roads led us to
the A377, where we headed south
to pick up the South Molton road at
Kings Nympton. The B3226 offered
a great mix of bendy roads and
great scenery, as it wound along the §
Mole Valley to the outskirts of South
Molton. A cut through led us to the
wonderful B3137 road to Tiverton
(known to most Northem DAM
members as the Witheridge Rd).
Andy led us on a progressive romp
on a wonderful combination of : o
straights, sweeping bends and slightly tighter challenges, eventually arriving at Morrisons
Café in Tiverton, where Richard, Hamish and Caroline from the DAM Southern Division
joined the adventure. With all riders refreshed by a relaxing cuppa and friendly chat, Andy
called time, and we remounted to set off on an amazing trip through Exmoor.

Following the A396 along the upper Exe Valley must be one of Devon and Somersets’
best riding routes. Our enjoyment was heightened, with a few miles of the route near
Wheddon Cross, being brand new tarmac, rather than the surface dressing that we'd
met on earlier parts of the ride. Boundless joy!

The route then led us through the beautiful, medieval village of Dunster where a brief
stop allowed us to regroup, following miles of twisty roads and copious overtaking
opportunities. Leaving Dunster and heading West on the A39 took us past Minehead
and into Porlock where the traffic became a little denser. Filtering opportunities were
limited by bends and visibility, splitting the group into ones and twos, for the technical
run up Porlock Hill.

Porlock Hill gave way to a fast sprint along the stunning, coastal A39, a challenging bendy
road, allowing many well planned overtakes.

www.devonadvanced.com
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The group became spread out, when half of
us stopped for photo opportunities with a
bunch of strangers, having mistaken them for
our own. On discovering that Andy was not
amongst the strangers, we took off in pursuit
8 of our ride leader! After more A39 fun, the
| group was reunited at the Ramblers Rest Tea
Room, a small café with BIG views of the moor
and the sea. As if we hadn't had enough fun,
Andy led us onto the steep, downhill, slow
speed riding challenge at Hall Hill, leading
down to the East Lyn River in Brendon. Following the East Lyn River along the base of the
valley, offered superb views of the rocky salmon runs, before climbing out of the valley
and joining the road to Simonsbath. From here, a picturesque and entertaining ride over
Exmoor led through Challacombe on the B3358, before a right turn led down to the Old
Station House Inn at Blackmoor Gate, for lunch. The last and brief stretch of the ride
followed the beautiful twisty and challenging A39 past Arlington to then regroup and
depart from Barnstaple.

Smiling faces and enthusiastic discussions of the route we had ridden, suggested that
we had all had a brilliant time. Thanks to Andy for leading and to Dave for keeping the
group together. Well done!

; TYRES

EXETER
MOTORCYCLE TYRE SUPPLY AND FITTING SERVICE

Pete Johnston
07854 825 910
| il jcfbiketyres@gmail.com

Please note the excellent JCF have a new address:
Unit 3, Bishop's Court Gardens, Clyst St Mary, Exeter. EX5 1DH

DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
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Until a few months ago, | was the proud owner of a 2002 Honda Pan European 1300, or
ST1300 as it's known State-side. Why did | purchase it? Many reasons factor into it: I've
always been a fan of “big bikes”, especially those within the sports-touring or touring
sector, | firmly believe it's an underappreciated sector of the motorcycling world; and
the more primary reason, my beloved Sprint 1050 blew the stator and reg-rec - typical
Triumph! With no way to quickly fix it and having a lot of responsibilities to fulfil, one trip
to Dunkeswell and becoming 2 grand lighter, | was now the owner of a Pan, pictured
with me on the right (Thanks for the photo, Betty, one of the few photos of me I like!).

| never leave bikes standard (much to my wallet’s dismay) and added some upgrades:
LED headlights, LED brake lights, LED rear indicators, LED front switchback indicators
(white on running, orange on indicating), a satnav mount with matching Interphone
Android Auto screen, Givi top box mount (with top box occasionally used, more on
that later), a Puig touring screen and

a shorter summer screen to swap
to; and the bike came with a Top
Sellerie aftermarket seat. All these
upgrades were gradual but | firmly
believe they update an older machine [
into something worth considering
today. In fact, | have received many
compliments on the bike’s lighting,
from those within DAM and the local
IAM peeps, as well as others in other
local riding groups.

Now, if you know anything about
anything (and | sure hope you do
know some things), you will know the
Pan perhaps unfortunately for 3 reasons: first, the infamous “Pan Weave"; second, the
poor cooling system; and finally, the maintenance. The Pan Weave is well known within
the surprisingly well-versed ST1300 community, and is suspected for the unfortunate
deaths of 2 emergency service riders in the UK. The Pan weave is unfortunately
something difficult to diagnose, as it seems to be a combination of factors of tyres, the
screen position (electronically adjustable, only below 30MPH), suspension, aerodynamics,
weight distribution in the panniers/luggage and
even the rider themselves. Some riders who have
had Pans since they came out never experienced
— it, some riders on the first ride experience it. Did
~ | experience it? Weirdly, yes, but ONLY with a
poorly setup suspension, the OEM screen AND a
wide top box. Tuning the suspension setup and
. changing the screen meant | never experienced it
again, no matter what speed | went.

“What's this about the cooling?”, you may be

www.devonadvanced.com



asking. Basically, the Pan has an enclosed engine with very little air cooling, trapping a
lot of engine heat; and the liquid cooling system is well known to not do a tremendous
amount. A lot of riders have spent many hours changing their bike to fix this. My advice?
Get some high-quality coolant and keep moving. Your legs will roast sub-30MPH in
30-degree heat, you will get used to it. And maintenance? If you want to do anything
on the front side of the bike, you will need to remove at least one part of the fairing, if
not totally stripping the front fairings. And whilst | adore the operation of the combined
braking system, it is a nightmare if something goes wrong - | did my Master's exam with
a lightly dragging rear brake | didn't even realise! Please do your own research on that if
you are interested in a Pan - it's complicated.

“Is there anything GOOD about it, Dan?”

Oh, yes. Despite the 330kgs this Barge weighs (I am not joking!), it GOES. And
comfortably goes, as well. Well planned overtakes are easy and often take very little gas,
plus the upright riding position means you can ride at Masters pace without breaking a
sweat. Whilst the 5 gears may seem limited compared to 99% of bikes out there, 2nd
and 3rd are the primary gears you need - 2nd for hoofing, 3rd for rolling. Engine braking
is also lovely, not overly sharp but very positive.

Braking is great, the bike stops
surprisingly quick if needed,
but smooth application of
the brakes gently squats
the bike down. | never felt
wanting any more braking
power - unless you're used
to super bike brakes, you'll
probably like this. Once the
suspension is tuned, you get
a great balance of plush for
long days and responsiveness
for corners and bumps. |
would highly advise fitting a
set of Michelin Road 6 tyres
to the Pan, really helps all
year round.

At 6 foot 2, the Pan was comfortable for everything from commutes and observing,
to a weekend in Wales, visiting family in Oxford and going to Birmingham to work at
Motorcycle Live 2023. The taller screen helps a lot, and the lighting upgrades improve
your visibility. | distinctly remember a work-social ride that took me to and from the other
side of Portsmouth, and there was standstill, heavy traffic on a dual carriageway - with
a calm, measured approach, everyone was kind enough to allow me space, and | think
that's partly due to seeing me very soon.

The panniers are fantastic and probably my favourite part of the bike - I can fit everything |
would need for a weekend in Wales, 3 days of work away from home or all my observing
kit and still have space for anything | get whilst out. | can easily fit both of my helmets
in the panniers easily.

www.devonadvanced.com



The only thing to mention about general smoothness is that I initially found the Pan hard
to be smooth with - the throttle pick-up takes some getting used to. It took me about
3 Masters mentored rides to really get it. This meant | definitely lost a few points on my
ride reports (but then a lot of that is that Masters reports have to be VERY precise about
every detail, you can't really drop the ball).

Overall, is this a bike | would recommend? | would say, yes, BUT go in with caution. Do
some research and learn how to resolve the common problems, learn where to get parts
for it and understand that it is a very heavy bike and one not to be trifled with. Once you
get those into your head, I think you would love it.

Thanks for reading,

Dan

This article got missed by the Editor in April- apologies. ..
Held at Bath & West show ground on 22nd & 23rd Feb
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We decided to drive up in the car instead of going on our bikes. The roads, especially
the A303 were quite busy that day on Saturday the 22nd, congested in places wet and
threatening to rain, not a nice day for going riding anyway.

The Showground is easy to find on the A371 towards towards Shepton Mallet. Turning
off the A37 on a linked lane, it easy to avoid the major queues.

In the car were my partner and his two grandchildren who were looking forward to a
nice day out, looking at old bikes and new bikes and parts or getting involved in different
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%7 things, maybe. Of course, we didn't
know what was available for their
enquiring young minds.

Parking was an issue. We queued
for quite a while at at least 20 - 30
minutes. The Marshalls were very good
and indicated in good time where to
go and which direction. Also, the
bikes that came were ushered to the
right for a better parking area nearer
the gates of the Show ground. This
made it easier for bikers to access their
bikes quicker and without the added
disadvantage of muddy areas where cars and vans were parked.

We arrived about 10 o’clock in the morning, at that time the parking was already quite
full, and we had to be directed along with many others to an area at the side of the
show buildings. This meant we had to walk about 300 yards to the gates to show our
pre-printed tickets. The two grandchildren went in free being under 16, which was a
great help.

As the weather stayed surprisingly fair, we mainly looked at the outside stalls first. Many
of them sold old bike parts or jumble, others had new products for cleaning, oil for
bikes or cars alike, lifts, jacks, horns and things for maintenance. Many stall holders had
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second-hand bikes for sale, some roadworthy and some not. There were stalls that had
old British parts but many Japanese parts too. You could pick up a half engine or just a
kick start lever if you needed such.

There was a stall with bike trailers, these were new ones, quite expensive, although
looked well-made and durable.

If you needed more leathers, T shirts or boots, there were stall holders selling clothes and
biker gear some second-hand, and a lot of new dotted around

There were food vans dotted around the outside and inside there were places you could
sit to eat, a restaurant with a balcony outside at the top end of the show ground. The
outside catering from vans were quite varied with a hog roast at one end, that had a
very long queue at lunch time, Greek food and a baked potato van with various delicious
fillings. All looked very nice, we settled for the baked potato van with fillings, which
were extra price on top of the potato price, excellent though. The only problem with
food from the vans is finding somewhere to sit, seats were very few and far between.

There were stalls selling machine tooling and maintenance tools of many kinds, inside
the first big building. Also grinding discs, drill bits, polishing products or new spanner
kits etc. The non bike related stalls like the sweet counter or cheese stall attracted a
different kind of buyer of course.

Whilst looking for certain items inside the first big hall, the heavens opened up and it
chucked it down in torrents, good choice being inside!

On the stage in the Main Hall discussing his achievements as a rising star in road racing, a
12-year-old Thorley Trevorrow, gave crowds in the main hall an interview on himself and
his upcoming races. Other guest speakers were former road and TT racers Alex George
and Chas Mortimer, from the 1970s era, giving interviews.

We weren't too sure what the grandchildren would make of the show as there are
many exhibits of old bikes ranging from old British bikes, like the Panther, BSA, pre-war
triumphs and flat tankers and such like, most well before their time.

Of course, there were several custom bikes and Harley Davidson motorcycles, various
odd ones like a motorcycle with a shed or house as a sidecar, this amused the boys. |
guestioned the owner, and he said that he doesn’t take it out in the rain as it's not very
waterproof. The sidecar was attached to a 600cc Panther, | questioned whether it was
powerful enough, he seemed to think it was adequate for showing but not much else
or quick.

The two boys were intrigued by the cut away engines on the Motor Morini and the
Triumph room. This was a good teaching aid and saw how the operation of a four-stroke
engine worked.

Auctioneers.... Dore & Rees had one half of the long hall where Sedgmoor Club had
the other half. The bikes up for auction could be bid on through internet bidding but
only up to 5pm on the Saturday, the auction being made on the Sunday. There were
some beautiful bikes up for sale, no idea how much they went for, if you had bottomless
pockets and room to store them; then it would be a bike collectors’ sweet shop. The
usual Bonham’s Auctioneers stand was in the main hall, showing their stable of bikes for
up-and-coming auction, one, a Brough superior and other desirable collectables.

www.devonadvanced.com
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ABERFOYLE AND BEYOND VIAY 2025

The BMW Club Scottish Section Aberfoyle Hotel Weekend is a great event to
attend and to plan a longer holiday around. Even better the weather forecast
promised us 10 days of sunshine. Jill, Nick and Colin left a day before Andrew,
Graham, Rob and me and we all linked up at the Wateredge Inn in Ambleside.
Their journey took them via Nantwich with stops at Blaze Farm and the Potty
Sheep, Wildboarclough and Kilnsey Park - all recommended. We met at
Gloucester Services and rode up through Ledbury, Bromyard, Tenbury Wells and
Craven Arms with lunch at the Discovery Centre. We had a quick break at the
Lockgate Cafe on the A49 then M56, M6 exiting for Carnforth, Milthorpe,
Bowness and Windermere. The Wateredge Inn has stunning views from the
dining room and perfect for an evening stroll after 245 miles.

Friday and off to Aberfoyle - first challenge was The Struggle - normally fine but
it had just been resurfaced, and no gravel had been swept away ... there were
inches of the stuff piled up on the bends. Very happy to reach the new tarmac
on the Kirkstone Pass at the top. Along Ullswater, skirting Penrith, the A6
north, Longtown and Langholm for a coffee at Whitshiels Cafe. A7 to Hawick
turning across the B711 mountain road to Tushielaw, St Marys Loch, Maggot
and Talla Reservoirs to Tweedsmuir. A701 for a cuppa at Laurel Bank Tearoom
in Broughton. Then Biggar and the B7016 cross country to Stirling landing at
Aberfoyle with just enough time to scrub up for dinner. You don't need to ask
why a 3-hour direct journey took over 8 hours and 205 miles. We received a
lovely warm Scottish welcome and spent a pleasant evening catching up with
friends.

There were about 144 people in attendance - it felt like a mini National Rally.

Saturday, the club had p»
organised a couple of o
rides to Oban but our
little group decided to do
our own thing. First was
the Falkirk Wheel and
our timing was perfect to
get a coffee and watch it
in action. Next was the &
Kelpies - they are just
amazing - even on a j
third visit - as was the ice &
cream..... On to the Firth EEEEESE : 3 3

of Forth Stirling, Dunblane, Braco, B827 to the top of the mountaln and the
Auchingarrich Wildlife Park for tea. A85 past Lock Earn, Lockearnhead, A84 and

www.devonadvanced.com



A821 past Loch Venacher, Brig o
Turk and Loch Achray finishing up
on the Duke’s Pass and just back
in time for dinner again... nothing
like cutting it fine. 114 miles.

Sunday and a chance to enjoy
the lovely quiet Scottish roads
and the awesome scenery. Firstly :
the A811 past Loch Lomond (no E ¢
singing please), A82 and A817 to
Gairlochhead, A814 Arrochar, A83
Rest and Be Thankful, Clachan and
coffee at the Tree Shop Garden
Centre and Cafe at Cairndow
next to Loch Fyne Oysters. On to
Inveraray, Lochgilphead and the §
B841 to the Crinan Canal and [§
the B8025 to Tayallich Cafe. Back
to the Crinan Canal, across the
bridge, Killin and the southern
side of Loch Awe (longest inland |
lake in Scotland - 25 miles - and
we did 20 on a single track road). We stopped at The Green Welly at Tyndrum
for an ice cream before heading back via Crainlarich and the Duke's Pass.
Everything was so beautiful - the colour of the sky and the water, the azaleas,
rhododendrons, primroses, bluebells, wild garlic ... 204 miles of sheer joy.

Monday and time to head north
- the Club hotel weekend had
been brilliant and fond farewells
included Colin who was heading
back to Devon. Six of us took the
Duke’s Pass (cos it would be rude
not to), A821 Loch Achray, A84
Crainlarich, Tyndrum, A82 and on
to the lovely Rannoch Moor... it
all really opens up and the Great
Glen was just stunning. Although I've been to Scotland many times | think this
was seeing it at its best. Coffee was at Craft and Things in Glen Coe Village
sat in the sun before the A82 to Fort William and the back road B8004 to
the Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge - stopping on this road for great
views of Ben Nevis with snow on the top. Then the A82 to Invergary, A87 past
Loch Cluanie and a cuppa at Chocolates of Glenshiel. On to the A890 and
Loch Carron, A896 coastal road past Shieldaig and the Torridon Giants - Beinn
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Alligin, Laithach and Beinn Eighe . We
paused at Kinlochewe for an ice cream
then the A832 past Loch Maree to
Gairloch. 233 miles and we landed
happily at the Myrtle Bank Hotel - our
stop for the next 3 nights. It was right
on the waters edge with views over
The Minch to Skye.

Tuesday and we could all hear the
Pass of the Cattle and Applecross
. calling loudly so we set off on the
A832 to Kinlochewe, Torridon Valley
and Sheildaig for coffee at Nanny’s.
Around the coast to Applecross
and the Walled Garden Cafe before
= Bealach na Ba and down to Loch
Carron, A89 to Achmore and back
roads to Plockton. There had been
stunning views all day - just fantastic.
Back via Loch Carron, Achnasheen
and the A832 to Gairloch. Just 159 miles but a mega day.

Wednesday and my request was Skye - luckily everyone was very happy with
that. We retraced our route to the Kyle of Lochalsh then over the bridge to
Broadford, left down the Elgol peninsula to Torrin for coffee at Amy’s Place
where the selection of cakes made choosing very difficult. Retracing our steps
to Broadford then on to Dunvegan for lunch at the Waterside Cafe Bistro before
Portree and back. A lovely long day with more stunning views - | just love the
Cuillins and it was all so very beautiful. 259 smiley miles.

Thursday and we were sad to leave Gairloch - the hotel, location, views, staff
and food were all excellent. However, it was time to head south...but we went
north first to enjoy the coastal road towards Ullapool which was breathtaking.
Not many places to safely stop so we rode slowly and took it all in - the sea was
a deep turquoise and the sky a bright blue. A seal and a dolphin were spotted
too. A832 to Poolewe, Aultbea, Laide, past Gruinard Island, along Loch Broom
and we joined the A835 to Garve for coffee at Tarvie Services. R832 to the
Muir of Ord, Tore then the A9 over Beauly Firth , Inverness, B9006 past Cawdor
Castle, A939 to Grantown-On-Spey and Tomintoul for lunch in the sun at the
Clockhouse Restaurant. Then it was the Lecht Ski Centre in the Cairngorms,
Ballater, Balmoral and Braemar, Spittle of Glenshee and the B924 to Kirkmichael
and the Acarsaid Hotel in Pitlochry. Dinner at The Bridge Restaurant just a short
walk away. 222 miles of great riding on quiet roads.

www.devonadvanced.com



Friday and it was farewell to Scotland
as we headed south on the A9, A827
to Aberfeldy, A826 through the
mountains to Crieff, A822 and A823
Auchterarder and past Gleneagles,
Pool of Muckhart and coffee at Powmill
Milk Bar at Rumbling Bridge. On past
Knockhill Racing Circuit, M90 across
Queensferry Bridge, M8 Edinburgh by
pass, A702 West Linton and A701 with
a stop at Tweedsmuir for lunch at the
Wee Crook Cafe. On to Moffatt (lovely
road - brilliant every time you do it and
especially in the sunshine), then the
old road parallel with the M6 (B7076)
through Ecclefechan (have to smile at
that name), Gretna and the M6 and
A66 to Penrith and a wiggly back route
through Temple, Sowerby and Brough
to Kirkby Stephen (I wouldn’t dare
suggest our leader got a little lost on the last bit) .... 229 miles and a lovely
evening at The Jolly Farmers Guest House where Carol looks after us brilliantly
(with a welcoming cream tea and amazing brekkie). Our final supper was at the
Mango Tree in town.

Saturday and farewell to Jill and Nick who were having a more leisurely ride
home with an overnight at the Old Hand and Diamond near Shrewsbury. The
remaining four of us headed through North Yorkshire and Lancashire - Hawes,
Ribblehead viaduct, Horton in Ribblesdale, Settle and the B6478 for coffee at
Slaidburn. | had to smile as we had been riding for 90 mins and had only taken
20 mins off the journey time. Up Jeffery Hill to Longridge then joined the M6,
M56 and down the A49 for lunch at Tillys in Bunbury - another favourite stop.
Farewell to Rob and Grahame here as 6 hours after leaving we'd taken 2 hours
off the journey time, so we then had to
seriously focus with the M50 and MS5.
Andrew disappeared at Bridgwater and
372 miles on the clock when | landed
on the drive just in time for my grocery
delivery and dog return - phew!

A fantastic trip, not one spot of rain,
wall to wall sunshine and great banter,
all the bikes performed well and mega
grins all round.
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Portugal 2025, or “What happens on

Cardo, stays on Cardo”
Mano Cheema with photos by Trevor Burridge

Day Zero: June 1st 2025

On June 1 2025, a group of 16 eager DAM members
embarked on an unforgettable Iberian adventure,
departing by ferry from Plymouth to Santander. The
first stop was the not-so-salubrious car park of the
Sainsbury hypermarket.  Having established their
navigation credentials by managing to find Plymouth,
our intrepid group headed off to the ferry port, and
a mass invasion of the EU. The excitement was
palpable as their machines, gleaming and ready for
the open road were expertly secured for the overnight

crossing across the Bay of Biscay. This wasn't merely a trip; it was the culmination of
months of anticipation, route planning, and shared dreams of sweeping mountain roads
and sun-drenched vistas.

Leaving Plymouth

For some obscure reason, confidence ran high as the ferry cut
through the waves.

The Piano Bar, a haunt of old, was duly patronised.
~ Conversations abounded with predictions of spectacular
y landscapes awaiting our latter-day Don Quixotes in Spain
and Portugal. From the dramatic peaks of the Picos de
Europa, just a short ride from Santander’s port to the historic
- towns and vibrant cities that dotted their carefully chosen
route, every mile promised a new discovery. The group
looked forward to immersing themselves in the rich cultures,
savouring authentic local cuisine and experiencing the unique camaraderie that only a
motorcycle tour can offer. This was the beginning of an epic journey, where the freedom
of two wheels would unlock the true essence of the Iberian Peninsula. Dreams of glorious
sunshine and grip-laden billiard-smooth roads filled our riders’ hearts and souls with joy.

Day 1: June 2, Santander to Ledn
It was pi***ng it down as we left Santander and headed for the hills.

To cap it all, the fog was reminiscent of Victorian London (but some of our heroes have
first-hand experience of this). For one or two, the immediate transition onto hairpin filled,
gravel laden and damp mountain roads came as a first time introduction! Not only was
the terrain challenging, but it was easy to miss (as your author did), objects as large as
a hydroelectric dam. The mist cleared as we crested the Cantabrian Mountains, weaved
through the remarkable Valentina National Park and at last into rolling hills and warm and
sunny air. What an end to the first day! We stayed at the Hotel Valjunco south of Ledn,
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and rolled into bed tired but happy.

Hotel synopsis: located in a residential suburb and recommended for an overnight stop
but perhaps not longer.

Day 2: June 3, Ledn to Vila Real

The day broke and some of our group, the eager
beavers, were up and ready to go while others
staggered down for breakfast. The conversation
was reminiscent of a school days, (Oh yes! Year 9,
of course, Ed.), loud chattering amongst the prefects
who were ready for everything and quiet dazed
looks from those who hadn't a clue.

Leaving our hotel our riders headed south, avoiding
motorways and specifically routing through Miranda
do Douro, Mogadouro, and Mirandela,. This route
is a true feast for the senses, offering a profound
immersion into the rustic beauty of the Iberian
2 interior. The initial Spanish leg of the journey took

us southwest on well-maintained but non-motorway
roads. This part of Castile and Ledn presents a landscape of vast plains, often agricultural,
where golden fields stretch to the horizon, occasionally punctuated by ancient oak trees
and scattered, historic villages built from sun-baked earth and stone. The air was dry and
clear, offering expansive views of the big Spanish sky.

The roads were impeccably surfaced and the landscape one of traditional agriculture,
where olive groves, almond orchards and vineyards begin to appear. The roads leading
into Mirandela, particularly those following the river, offered pleasant riding through
a mix of cultivated land and the beginnings of the Tua Valley Regional Natural Park.
Throughout this entire route we were treated to a constantly evolving tapestry of Iberian
landscapes: from the vast, golden plains of Castile to the awe-inspiring canyons of the
Douro, and then into the ancient, rugged heartland of Tras-os-Montes, culminating in the
gentler, verdant beauty of the Tua valley approaching Vila Real. Our stops en-route were
filled with great coffee, astoundingly good prices and slow,
too slow, lunch stops.

Silent Witness

A rare imperfection in impeccable road surfaces on the
class of road we were using, expertly avoided by Andy on
his trusty Teneré. Following is Dave Edmonds on his Tiger
1200, a combo that features later in this story.

. We stayed at the Hotel Miracorgo in Vila Real, a busy town
dominated by an impressive gorge carved into the granite
 over millennia and exceptional as a base for touring the

TR Y W8 area. The hotel overlooks the gorge from an impressive
vantage point and some more intrepid members of the troupe walked and scrambled
down to the River Corgo. A defibrillator was available in reception.

www.devonadvanced.com



Hotel synopsis: Large modern
hotel located in a dominating
but relaxed situation on a
high bluff in the middle of
town. and recommended for
a multi-day stop for touring =
and dining in numerous cafés =8
and restaurants. Parking is |
underground and accessed
by a not too tricky ramp.

Dawn broke and none of our riders could have been
prepared for the day to come. This could justifiably
named the day of a thousand corners! This ride from
Vila Real to Serta, winding through a series of charming
towns, is a captivating journey through the heart of
Portugal’s diverse and often dramatic landscapes. It's
a route designed for the rider who seeks intense and
sustained cornering amid breathtaking natural beauty.

Departing from Vila Real, known for its historic centre
and the stunning Paldcio de Mateus, the team split
into groups and headed south, quickly entering a
realm of verdant hills and valleys. The initial roads
weaved through small villages, surrounded by a mix
of pine forests, vineyards, and agricultural plots. From
here we quickly entered the stunning Douro Litoral
region, where the roads become even more winding
and challenging. The landscape transitioned to a more
mountainous character characterised by complex and
busy roads which were quite demanding and narrow.
Continuing south, the terrain grew more rugged and
wild as we climbed towards Castro Daire. The landscape
here is a diverse mix of mountains, valleys, rivers, and
streams, offering a true sense of rural Portugal. The
roads feature sweeping curves and a wild, untamed
feel. Our destination for the day, Serta is situated on
the banks of the Zézere River and the smaller Amioso
and Serta rivers, with picturesque river beaches. The
landscape around Serta is dominated by dense forests,
rolling hills, and the impressive lagoons created by the
Zézere River, making it a perfect blend of history and
nature, offering a fitting end to an unforgettable day’s
journey. We stayed in the wonderful Hotel Convento de
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Serta . As the name implies, this is a convent restored to a sublime standard, with exposed
stone and an ancient resident in an alcove.

Hotel synopsis: A wonderful, quiet hotel with excellent staff and dining. Easy parking at
the front of the hotel. Recommended.

Day 4: June 5, Serta to the Sea!!!

This long traverse to the Mediterranean was a journey of contrasts.
the roads wound through rolling hills and forests, a
continuation of the central Portugal landscape. Not
unexpectedly, the well-maintained regional roads offered
a mix of sweeping curves and gentle straights. The scenery
was lush and green, with pine and eucalyptus forests
interspersed with farmland. As the journey progressed,
the landscape gradually transformed. The terrain opened
up, becoming vast plains, rolling hills, and cork oak
forests. The roads remained generally good quality, but
the riding experience changes. There were long, flowing
sections, with occasional gentle bends. The scenery was
more expansive, with golden fields, olive groves, and
the distinctive red trunks of stripped cork oaks. Small,
whitewashed villages dotted the landscape and the air

became warmer and drier. |

Leaving Serta,

As we approached the Algarve border, the landscape changed again. The expansive
plains give way to a range of low-lying hills. The roads become more engaging, with
twistier sections as we climbed through the hills. Beautiful (and twinkling) well-surfaced
roads were the norm, but with more frequent bends and elevation changes. The scent
of the sea began to fill the air. Descending towards the coast, the landscape transformed
rapidly and the sight of the vibrant marina, the beaches and the historic centre made the
final stretch a welcome sign of the journey’s end. Portiméo, a bustling coastal city, offers a
lively atmosphere, delicious seafood, and a well-deserved rest after a long and rewarding
ride. After a long, hard run we were ready for a rest day.There were storks everywhere,
even on a Crane!

Day 5: June 6, A day off for Fun, Fun,Fun

Kayaking in the Benagil caves

www.devonadvanced.com



...and the most amazing seafood!

Day 6: June 7, On the road again...

Day six marked our turnaround, a return towards the North and an exploration of a route
to the east of Portugal and skirting the Spanish border. Our riders were refreshed from
a break which included a boat trip to view the Benagil caves, relaxation in the hotel pool
and enjoying some excellent seafood.

Our leg for the day was once again a long one from
Portimao to Elvas near Badajoz. Once again our map
and accommodation co-ordinators, our own Rodney and
Rick Joyce from MSL had worked hard to make this leg a
motorcyclist's delight. This stage from Portimao to Elvas, g
specifically routed through Silves, Salir, Mertola, Serpa,
Moura, and Alandroal to avoid motorways, offered an &
incredibly rich tapestry of Portuguese landscapes, history, F
and culture. Leaving Portimdo, with its vibrant marina
and famous Praia da Rocha beach, the route quickly led §
us away from the bustling coast. The scenery transitioned |
from urban sprawl to rolling hills covered in fragrant
citrus groves, almond trees, and traditional whitewashed
farmhouses. These roads are generally well-maintained and offered gentle curves,
providing a relaxed start to the day. Our first major town was Silves. Dominated by
its magnificent red sandstone Moorish castle, Silves was once the Moorish capital of
the Algarve and is steeped in history. It's also famous as the “capital of oranges,” with
orchards stretching far and wide. The roads leading into and out of Silves are picturesque,
winding through fertile valleys. From Silves, we headed north-east towards Salir and the
Guadiana River. As we left the Algarve and delve deeper into this region, the landscape
transformed dramatically. The lush, hilly terrain gave way to the vast, open plains that
define much of this region. The roads, primarily well-maintained N-roads, become long
and sweeping, inviting a steady, rhythmic cruise. The air felt drier, and the sense of space
became immense. The next significant destinations were Mértola, Serpa and Moura,
all towns with dramatic situations and incredibly rich history, particularly well-preserved
Moorish heritage. Mertola’s mosque (now a church), castle, and archaeological sites are
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testament to centuries of diverse cultures. The ride into Mértola is spectacular, descending
into the Guadiana valley with panoramic views of the town. The roads were a bit more
winding as we approached the river, then become more open on the plains.

Serpa is a fortified town with a beautiful castle, historic aqueduct, and whitewashed
streets. Here, rolling plains are dotted with cork oaks and olive groves. The final leg of
the journey takes you further east towards the Spanish border and the great fortified city
of Elvas.

The final approach to Elvas is truly iconic. As one draws closer, the scale of its fortifications
becomes apparent. There are star-shaped walls, bastions, and moats in UNESCO World
Heritage site. The magnificent Amoreira Aqueduct, with its multiple tiers of arches
stretching for miles across the landscape, paralleled the road to our hotel. It was interesting
to see a large bullring on the outskirts of the town with large stands, which appeared to
be in current use. The roads leading into Elvas were generally wide and well-surfaced.,
and offer clear views of the formidable fortifications appearing on the horizon. Riding
into Elvas felt like entering a living museum and was a fitting end to a motorcycle journey
continued to reveal the diverse and captivating heart of Portugal. Our hotel, the Hotel
Vila Galé Elvas was situated within the fortress walls. Once again we were presented with
an embarrassment of riches as exploration of the building revealed a well fortified grand
establishment with a massive central quadrangle and once again, immaculate restoration.

Hotel synopsis: A beautifully restored fortified house within a significant fort. Restored
to exceptional standards and overlooking the town of Elvas. A very good base for and
overnight stop or for using as a base for touring. Parking is underground and accessed
by a not too tricky ramp.

Day 7: June 8, Elvas to Covilha

This day’s ride from Elvas to Covilha was a journey from
the historic plains of the Alentejo into the majestic heights
of the Serra da Estrela mountains.

At first the roads were long and sweeping, cutting through
vast plains dotted with ancient cork oaks, expansive olive
groves, and golden cereal fields. As we headed north the
terrain gradually began to undulate more and shifted to
greener, more mountainous scenery. The roads become
more winding and engaging, offering a delightful change
from the straight lines of the plains. Leaving Portalegre,
the ride continued through the Sdo Mamede Natural Park,
where the roads remain curvaceous, winding through
forests of chestnut, pine, and cork oak, with granite outcrops appearing more frequently.
From Nisa, the journey headed into increasingly rugged territory as we approached the
Beiras region and the foothills of Portugal’s highest mountain range. This stretch saw
the landscape become wilder, with more rock formations and denser forests. The roads
became progressively more winding and challenging, demanding attention but rewarding
the rider with stunning views.

www.devonadvanced.com



The route from Paul onwards was dominated by the majestic Serra da Estrela Natural
Park. The roads are a rider's delight — a continuous ascent with numerous tight bends,
switchbacks, and elevation changes. The air grew cooler and crisper, and the vegetation
changed from dense forests to more sparse, alpine-like scrub, heather, and eventually,
exposed granite. The most dramatic part of the ascent follows as you head towards
Torre, the highest point in mainland Portugal, standing at 1,993 meters (6,539 feet). The
landscape here is truly unique for Portugal: a stark, almost lunar environment of bare
granite rocks, glacial valleys, and no trees. It feels distinctly alpine. In winter, it is a small
ski resort. The road to Torre is a marvel of engineering, a series of sweeping curves and
hairpins carved into the mountain, offering utterly breathtaking panoramic views that
stretch across vast distances on clear days. Of particular note was the heady scent of
broom, that pervaded the slopes.

From Torre, the journey is a glorious descent down the eastern slopes of the Serra da
Estrela towards Covilha. The roads continue to be tortuous, winding their way down, but
the landscape slowly softens as we dropped into Covilha. Known as the “City of Wool”
or "City-Factory,” Covilha has a long and rich history in the wool and textile industry.
Today, it's also a significant university town, home to the University of Beira Interior, which
has revitalized the city. Covilha is also well known for its hillclimb events, staged on the
very roads that we descended on from Torre. This YouTube video shows this thrilling
annual event. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NykJ7LD7g0w

Day 8: June 9, The Portuguese Stelvio

Our route planner provided three options for circular routes of 80, 90, 123 and 189
miles, the latter only for the most intrepid. All were exceedingly tortuous, so there was
no taking it easy! The summit at Torre is of course the highlight, so every option included
this and there was something for all states of fatigue, including staying at the hotel for a
massage at the spa and lazing by the pool!

The road to the top included opportunities to walk on the awe-inspiring wall of a dam
which captures the snow melt in the spring to provide water for the towns below. Our
tired crew assembled for our second night at our hotel, The Purala Wool Valley Hotel and
Spa which is named after the primary industry in Covilha.

It was on the descent from Torre that Dave’s Triumph refused to co-operate. All symptoms
pointed to a failure of the clutch pack, perhaps from the load placed upon it on the steep
ascents of the past day. A call was made to Triumph’s European recovery line and quite
amazingly, the bike was recovered to a garage and Dave was deposited at the hotel
within hours. Many calls and heated conversations later, Dave stayed for an extra night
at the hotel while the rest of us departed on the next leg. Dave returned to the UK by
air from Porto, and at the time of writing some two and a half weeks after the incident is
awaiting repatriation of his bike.

Hotel synopsis: A modern hotel and spa with good facilities, this location is ideally suited
to forays around and to the top at Torre, which features excellent views but uninspiring
cafes and shops.

www.devonadvanced.com

O
rm
<
@)
pzd
>
2
>
pd
0
m
O
<
@)
_|
©)
X
)
<
0
—
wn
_|
wn

N
(o]




(Vg
|_
(V8]
S
]
>
@)
[a's
@)
|_
o
=
)
L
]
&
>
a
<
P
@)
=
L
a

You can smell the heady broom. It almost knocks you unconscious!!

Day 9: June 10, Covilha to Chaves

Leaving Covilha, our riders began by descending from the mountain’s western slopes.
The initial roads are winding but generally well-surfaced, offering views of the Cova
da Beira valley. The landscape gradually transitioned from alpine-influenced forests to
a more gentle, agricultural terrain with fertile valleys and scattered villages. Continuing
northwest, the ride weaved through the verdant Beira Alta region. The landscape here is
rolling hills, interspersed with pine forests, extensive vineyards, and patches of cultivated
land. The roads are generally smooth and flowing, offering a relaxed pace. Mangualde is
a charming town in the heart of the Beira Alta, Mangualde is known for its agricultural
produce, particularly wine from the Dao region, and its historical significance, evidenced
by a beautiful Roman bridge and a stately palace. The surrounding countryside is a
patchwork of vineyards, fields, and small woodlands. The ride from Sernancelhe towards
Torre de Moncorvo plunged us into the breathtakln Alto Douro regi

the most visually spectacular part of d e
the ride. The roads became intensely
winding, often clinging to the sides
of steep hills, revealing dramatic
terraced vineyards that cascaded
down to the deep gorges carved by
the Douro and its tributaries. There
were more significant elevation
changes, exhilarating twists, and
jaw-dropping  panoramic  views. &
Situated on the banks of the gg=
Tamega River, Chaves is famous for ﬁ
its impressive Roman bridge (Ponte

de Trajano), still in use today, and
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its highly regarded thermal springs, which have been used for medicinal purposes since
Roman times. The city is also renowned for its delicious savoury pastry, Pastel de Chaves,
and its historic fortifications, marking a fantastic end to a truly diverse and memorable
day.

We stayed at the Forte S&o Francisco Hotel, yet another wonderful hotel created from
a fortified mansion complete with a tunnel, a well-stocked wine cellar and a good pool.
Parking was easy in the very large, cobbled courtyard.

Hotel synopsis: A beautifully restored fortified house within a significant fort. Restored
to exceptional standards and overlooking the town of Chaves. A very good base for an
overnight stop or for using as a base for touring.

Day 10: June 11, Chaves to Astorga

The landscape around Chaves is dominated by the
verdant Tamega River valley, transitioning quickly into
the more rugged and forested terrain of Portugal’s Tras- |
os-Montes region. The roads here are typically well-
maintained national routes, offering a delightful mix
of sweeping curves and gentle climbs, with relatively
light traffic. Braganca is dominated by its impressive
medieval castle and citadel, which is one of the best- @
preserved in Portugal. Our route skirted the town, but "
the historic town inside the walls (the Cidadela) is a true §
gem, offering a glimpse into centuries past. Braganca
is also known for its strong regional identity, traditional
gastronomy (especially local sausages and game), and its 'M,
remote, wild surroundings. The ride into Braganca gave ;;,__,;75).;&
us panoramic views of the city perched amidst the hills. 2%
Leaving Braganca, we continued northeast, heading ** :
towards the Spanish border. The landscape became wilder, with dense forests of oak and
chestnut, and granite outcrops. The roads remain challenging, winding through isolated
hamlets and offering a sense of true adventure.

As we crossed the border, which was unmanned, we immediately entered the Montesinho
Natural Park on the Portuguese side, which flows into Spain — known for its significant
wolf population and rich biodiversity. The roads in this border region were narrower and
more technical, demanding focus but rewarding with spectacular, untamed scenery. Our
route took us through Puebla de Sanabria, a stunning medieval village in the province of
Zamora which is often considered one of Spain‘’s most beautiful, with its cobbled streets,
stone houses, and an imposing 15th-century castle. It's situated near the beautiful Lake
Sanabria, a glacial lake popular for water activities. The ride into Puebla is picturesque,
descending into the valley with the castle providing a dramatic focal point. From Puebla
de Sanabria, the journey continued east, then north, through the mountainous region
of Zamora, often following the N-525. The roads here are generally excellent Spanish
carreteras nacionales — well-surfaced, with long sweeping curves and some gentle climbs
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and descents. The landscape remains rugged, with rolling hills, sparse forests, and vast,
open moorlands, occasionally dotted with small, ancient villages.

Leaving A Gudifa, the ride was particularly exciting as we headed into the mountainous
terrain bordering Galicia and Castile and Ledn, eventually descending into the fertile El
Bierzo region. The roads were a delight — a series of exhilarating sweeps, climbs, and
descents through dramatic valleys and past impressive rock formations. The landscape
here is a mix of agricultural land (famous for its produce), vineyards (the Bierzo wine
region is growing in renown), and dense forests. The historic city of Ponferrada is worth a
special mention as it is dominated by its magnificent Templar Castle, a vast and imposing
fortress that once protected pilgrims on the Camino de Santiago. Ponferrada is a key stop
on the Camino de Santiago, and its streets are often filled with pilgrims. It's also the heart
of the El Bierzo wine region.

The final leg from Ponferrada to Astorga took us through a landscape that gradually
flattened out, from the last of the Bierzo valleys to the more open plains of the Maragateria
region in Ledn province. The roads (still N-roads) were well-maintained and a mix of long,
straight sections and gentle curves, allowing for an easy ride.

Astorga was a vital Roman city (Asturica Augusta) and remains a significant stop on
the Camino de Santiago. It boasts impressive Roman ruins, but is most famous for its
stunning Episcopal Palace, a whimsical neo-Gothic masterpiece designed by Antoni
Gaudi. Astorga is also the capital of the Maragateria region, known for its unique cultural
traditions and gastronomy, including the famous cocido maragato (a hearty stew). The
city is also a delight for chocolate lovers, with its Chocolate Museum. Riding into Astorga,
we were greeted by a blend of ancient history and architectural wonder, providing a
fitting end to a truly epic day. We stayed at the Spa Ciudad de Astorga, conveniently close
to the Episcopal Palace, but suitable only for a quick overnight stop and with mediocre
accommodation and dining. It does have secure parking for bikes.

Day 11: June 12, Astorga to Santander

- Alas, the adventure neared its close, with the final leg to

-~ Santander. However, there was much to witness on this leg,

- | in the beautiful vistas that the Picos had to offer. This leg
y from Astorga to Santander, entirely avoiding motorways
and traversing the breathtaking Picos de Europa, is a
dream ride. It's a plunge into the wild heart of northern
Spain, a symphony of towering peaks, verdant valleys, and
challenging, rewarding roads. Leaving Astorga we headed
northwest. The roads were generally flowing, offering a pleasant and relatively fast start
to the day, with increasing curves as we approached the foothills. As we headed deeper
into the province of Ledn, the scenery became more rugged, with the first glimpses
of distant, higher peaks appearing on the horizon. The air grew noticeably cooler and
crisper. The ride was transformed as we headed towards the magnificent Riafio Reservoir
and the surrounding mountains, which form the gateway to the southern reaches of the
Picos de Europa. The road became spectacular — carved into the mountainside, offering
panoramic views of the vast, fjord-like reservoir. This is where most of us stopped for the
famous Statue of the Deer (Monumento al Ciervo). Located on a viewpoint overlooking

www.devonadvanced.com



the stunning Riano Reservoir with the backdrop of the Picos de Europa, this life-sized
bronze statue is a powerful symbol of the wild spirit of the mountains. It commemorates
the deer that roamed the valleys flooded by the reservoir's creation. Stopping here
offered incredible photographic opportunities and a moment to truly appreciate the
scale of the surrounding landscape. The road here provides breathtaking vistas of the
shimmering blue waters against the dramatic grey peaks.

From Riano, the N-621, often called the “Ruta del Cares,” continues its ascent deeper
into the Picos de Europa. The nature of the roads became more demanding — a
succession of tight bends, hairpins and steep climbs and descents. The ride through
the Picos de Europa was the highlight of this leg as we passed through several iconic
valleys and mountain passes. Heading north from Riafo, we climbed towards passes like
Panderruedas or Pandetrave. The landscape here is one of high mountain meadows,
ancient forests, and towering limestone peaks that often scrape the clouds. The roads
were a mix of smooth asphalt and occasionally rougher sections but always exhilarating.
A charming medieval town in Cantabria, Potes is often considered the heart of the
Picos de Europa. It's famous for its old stone bridges, traditional architecture, and local
cuisine. The roads around Potes are a mix of tight mountain bends and more open
sections in the fertile Liébana valley, and as we headed further north within the Picos,
the landscapes remain consistently spectacular — jagged peaks, glacial cirques, and a mix
of alpine meadows and dense forests. At this point there we encountered several long
road stoppages which lost us much time and led to much anxiety over our arrival time
at the ferry port in Santander. The group that | was was with decided to take a shorter
route to the main coast road, but other groups ahead of could follow the entire original
route. On riding (just in time!) into Santander, we were greeted by the refreshing sea
breeze and the vibrant atmosphere of this major port city, marking the end of an truly
epic and diverse journey through the magnificent heart of northern Spain. The usual
melée of loading ensued and we were all soon safely ensconced in our cabin and then
into the welcoming arms of the Piano Bar! The atmosphere was a mixture of joy at the
sheer wonderfulness of the trip, relief at a safe journey for all, only one mechanical
mishap and looking forward to getting home and off the saddle. Most of us had and
early night and prepared to say our goodbyes the next morning as we headed out of
Plymouth.

All'in all, a grand time was had by everyone. Three cheers for our organisers, Rod and
Rick, and roll on 2026!!!

Author: Mano Cheema
Photo credits: Trevor Burridge and Mano Cheema

Rodney Rayner, together with Rick Joyce of MSL Tours, will be
running the same tour next year (departing circa May 31st, 2026).

Contact Rod at grouprides@devonadvanced.com if you're interested
in joining.
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DAM received an invitation to
the Royal Marine Base (RMB) in
Chivenor

to put on a Skills Day for them which was in two 7 e
parts, firstly a gymkhana event near the runway,
then an advanced on-road session after lunch.

I'd arranged for 12 national observers to attend
RMB to meet up with 23 bikers, with a mix of
Royal Marines, Royal Engineer Commando’s (My
old unit) and other guests, about eight of whom
had made the trip from London. (Subsequent
message from the London group, that they wish
to come back for further training)

®:Q 7 H
@ Liked by Seraig_e® and others
Zacdore improving Road Safety on Two Wheals ge,

This manth, 24 Commando Royal Engineers hosted a Road

Hector Vass, Rodney Raynor, Nigel Bond and
myself ran the gymkhana event, Which wWas a Vo aferns in averced e Taor Oy to

] L promate safer riding.
mix of riding through a complex route of CONES, s irom 24 commando, Commards todisic
Regimant, 131 Commando, and 47 Commando were imvitad

|eading to a fast braking exercise. ta taks part in a practical session, which included slaw

manoedyre exercizes and road training, all aimed at
g riding and an the road.

We were further assisted with this by the rest of  aui e e o ceren savanced wotaressis frthe

support and instruction, helping us take proactive steps

the Observer team towards improving motarcyche safety across the unit.

o L sunitedweconguer
Lots of photos and drone footage obtained s aealenieer crpimaines
throughout the day. A &8 v Q @

After lunch at the base we split the group into

2 riders to one observer for the on road Taster ride and headed down towards
Jonesy’s Cafe in Winkleigh, after tea/coffee and a short break made our way
back to RMB for de-brief, then home again.

Lastly a huge thank you to all involved (you know who you are!)

Regards Martin Rushworth

Devon Advanced Motorcyclists
IAM RoadSmart National Observer
Devonadvanced.com
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Third Thursday Ride Report

Les Nosco

Do join if you can- your week will be much improved!

Challenging! That’s how Thursday’s ride was advertised and that'’s how it was.
Starting at Bridge with 11 riders, others joined at various places so that in total
17 were on all or part of the ride. That included Les going to the wrong Ipplepen
pub to meet 3 riders, so a quick diversion to them collect and during which 1
of the main group bikes suffered a car park fall and broken front brake lever.
We also had 2 punctures en-route, with a collective successful repair of 1 at
Tavistock. The glorious weather added more Easter traffic and road works added
several diversions and delays. Les had his usual navigational ‘extras’, but we
take these in our flow and enjoy the unintended roads as well as the intended.
A refreshment stop at Kingsbridge (market day next to the bike park so lovely
brownies) was followed by an hour strolling through Hope Cove, which was
busy and magnificent. Some comments about ‘not many lanes’ up to that point
were well answered on the 2nd half of the ride with interesting technical lanes;
hilly, twisty and testing of Advanced skills, all done without mishap, other than
the usual inability of many cars and vans to reverse causing a few further delays.
Dartmoor was also in its splendour with plenty of lambs and foals en-route to
Tavistock and after that puncture repair, the final leg to Sourton. Although only
90 miles riding, with stops and delays this turned into a longish day and thanks
to Paul White for sweeping and all 17 who made good company and an eventful
ride.

www.devonadvanced.com
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WELCOME TO OUR
NEW MEMBERS

Liz Moir, Tony Howard, Ross Wills, Clive Palmer, Jonathan
Parsons, Andrew Palmer, Jim Atherton, Richard Harris, Douglas
Hambly, Salvatore Belluomo, Simon Dovell, Giles Hedgecock,
Neil Gibbett, Pauline Beijen, Donna Seddon-Buttland

Test Passes

Associate Observer

Stephen Wilson (F1rst) Richard Wiseman
Steve Hanger David Page
Stephen Jarvis Nigel Bond
Jason Smith (F1rst) Tim O’Callaghan

E Geoff Adams Tony Curley

8 Sam Bainbridge (F1rst) Steve Westlake

> Jake Shillaber (F1rst) Simon Jeffery

@)

% John Kerry Jonathan Doney

'5 Sarah Brooks (F1rst) Barrie Dennett

s Keith Baldwin (F1rst) Graham Hirst

o Jim Atherton (F1rst) Hector Vass

% Jon Evans Master’s Distinction Trevor Olding
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The Observer Team
Aprit RORSE
NO = National Observer
LO = Local Observer
TO = Trainee Observer

M NORTH AREA (8) M WEST AREA (9)
NO: Robin Watts TL NO: John Millgate TL
NO: Nigel Bond NO: Simon Jeffery
NO: Simon Kidner NO: Mark Fouache
NO: Martin Rushworth NO: Pete Wright
NO: Andy Pratt NO: Alex Thomas
NO: Hector Vass NO: Richard Wiseman
NO: Stuart Taylor NO: Tim O’Callaghan
NO: David Strickland NO: Darren Evans
TO: Andy Burden
M EAST AREA (8)
NO: Dave Cooper TL H CENTRAL AREA (9)
NO: Gareth Taylor O: lan Pruce TL
NO: lan Holten NO: Dave Mudge
NO: Richard Blyth NO: Rodney Rayner
NO: Daniel Knight NO: Brian Strong

LO: Terry Dormer

TO:

Leanne Wilkinson

TO: Jonathan Doney

| SOUTH AREA (11)

O: Dave Page TL

NO: Dave Grant
NO: Simon Padley
NO: Chris Palmer
NO: Les Mosco
TO: Chris Kingsley

‘FUTURE OBSERVERS’

NO: Catherine McKinley

NO: Phil Pike Sam Iskander - Totnes

NO: Steve Westlake Roger Sell — Ashburton

NO: Tony Curley Jonathan Mendez - Brixham
NO: Graham Hirst John Paradise - Newton Abbott

NO:
NO:
NO:
TO:
LO:

Barrie Dennett
Nick Marks
Andrew Robertson
Richard Thorns
Brian Lee (inactive)

Tim Pattermore - Barnstaple

Philip Ware - Loc TBC

Sandie Puttick — Barnstaple

Andy Yarwood - moving into area 2025/6
Greg Evans — moving into area 2025/6

www.devonadvanced.com
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DEVON
ADVANCED
MOTORCYCLISTS Official Provider

2025 AGIM NMeeting Minutes

This year's AGM went off without any hitch at the Swans Nest,
Exminster — thanks go to the staff for accommodating us through
the evening. It was another tightly administered affair thanks to
Richard Whybra, our out-going Chair, which meant all presentations
were done and dusted efficiently and succinctly.

The main messages from this AGM included an update from Les
Mosco, Legacy Sub-committee Chair where he outlined the success
of all the on-going training opportunities afforded to the group
members because of Michael Whitfield's generous donation. 10
DAM members have achieved IAM F1rst, 6 DAM members have
achieved IAM Masters and a further 11 DAM members have
achieved IAM Masters with Distinction — all fully funded through
the legacy funds.

Richard outlined all the work that has gone on in the background
with IT systems, to ensure the group is security compliant and
technological solutions are more robust.

We continue to experience challenges with attracting younger
riders to complete the Advanced Rlder Course, although this is

= X | not unique to DAM - it is a
situation recognised across
the IAM.

Thanks also went to
- Brian Lee, our out-going
Treasurer who presented a
comprehensive overview of
the club’s budget position
which remains healthy and
well managed.

www.devonadvanced.com



We  welcomed in
some new members
to the Committee, all
of whom can be seen
at the back of this
magazine, along with
their contact numbers
(and suitably PhotoShot
pictures!).

This year's trophies
were awarded. The
Observer's trophy was
accepted by Martin Rushworth on behalf of Derek Facey who
passed away earlier this year. It is to be presented to Derek’s widow
in thanks to all the observing Derek completed in the North Devon
area.

The John Truelove trophy was
presented to lan Pruce with thanks
for all the work he does ‘behind
the scenes’ around allocating
Observers to Associates . The John
Colin Ivison trophy was presented
to Tony Curley in recognition of
all the work he does to promote
and support DAM. The evening
was rounded off by a motorbike/
ARC themed quiz, nobly overseen
by Diana Percy. Thanks to all those
involved in that process.

Thanks also go to all the members
who joined the Committee on the
evening. As always, anyone who
may be interested in what the Committee does and how the club
is run can contact any of the Committee members for further
information.

Catherine McKinley — DAM Secretary

www.devonadvanced.com
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For Sale & Wanted Our Facebook page is under-used so please get chatting on it and

we might attract some new members. Search for Devon Advanced Motorcyclists and at
www.devonadvanced.com

Find us on:
I] facebook.

Search for Devon Advanced Motorcyclists
and at www.devonadvanced.com

DISCLAIMER THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE
OF THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. PUBLICATION OF AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THIS
NEWSLETTER DOES NOT IMPLY APPROVAL OF THE GOODS OR SERVICES BY THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED

MOTORCYCLISTS.

WHAT’S ON REGULARLY ARRANGED BY DAM?

PLEASE ALWAYS check the website or event co-ordinators for up-to-date information.
Also please double-check times after clock change. www.devonadvanced.com

‘ What ‘ Where
July
- See website for details
S35 | ek G 9:00 am for 9.30am start.
sun 13 Group Ride See website for details
(full members) 9:00 am for 9.30am start.
Weds 16 E\i;iirin[;evempmem A special session held on July 2 instead
Thurs 17 Group Ride See website or contact Les Mosco
Full Members lesmosco@hotmail.com
Sat 19 Post Test Contact John Millgate
Training Ride trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk.
PP Open to all members
Sat 26 | N'ookie Ride See website for details (A Rookie Ride in the north-ish)
Sun 27 Sl:ﬁul\’l:eﬂizrs 9.30 am for 9.30am start. (GMT starts, clocks go back)
August
- See website for details
Saii2 | o dia e 9:00 am for 9.30am start.
sun 10 Group Ride See website for details
(full members) 9:00 am for 9.30am start.
Sat 16 Post Test Contact John Millgate
Training Ride trainingrides@devonadvanced.com
Weds 20 Rider Development | Quiz. The Post Inn, Whiddon Down, 7pm (Come early for supper!
Evening If you can order food in advance that would help but not essential)
Thurs 21 | rou Ride full members or See website or contact Les Mosco

associate with observer)

lesmosco@hotmail.com

Sat 30 N‘ookie Ride Open to all members
Training Ride See website for details (A Rookie Ride in the north-ish)
Sun 31 Group Ride See website for details

(full members)

9:00 am for 9.30am start.




=

September

Sat 1 | Rookie Ride See website for details
. See website for details
S 7 (Sl el 9:00 am for 9.30am start.
Rider ,
Weds 17 | Development Sl
. (Come early for supper and chat
Evening

Thurs 18

Group Ride (full
members or associate
with observer)

See website for details
9:00 am for 9.30am start.
or contact Les Mosco lesmosco@hotmail.com

sat 21 Post Test Contact John Millgate

Training Ride trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk.
Sat 27 N’ookie Ride Open to all members

Training Ride See website for details (A Rookie Ride in the north-ish)
Sun 28 | Group Ride See website for details

9:00 am for 9.30am start.

--‘Rlder our’ experience the real.
France on your bike!

www.devonadvanced.com
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- ,_BlnEFORD BIKE-lrL\.l‘IGHTS !

Fath Apnl - 29th May
26th June - 31st July

28th August - 25th Septe s

Supportmg




__Established 1985

Bideford Auto Services Ltd

Gammaton Road, East-the-Water (At the top of Manteo Way)
Bideford, Devon EX39 4FG

Tel: 01237 471953

Car & Motorcgzcle MOT - Servicing & Repairs
WE WORK ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS

All work carried out by vastly experianced and highly
qualified Motor Technicians

Come and say Hello!
@ The Bideford Bike Show - Quay Side - Bideford on Sunday 28th May 2023
12.00 till 5.00 pm
or
Bideford Bike Night - Thursday 25th May 2023 from 6.00 pm

i
",

202 = o

2Ath April - 23th May
26th June - 3lst July

tora ¢ ar Ps EX39 2AG

From 6pm

www.devonadvanced.com

o
m
<
@)
=
>
2
>
pd
0
m
w)
<
@)
_|
@)
2
N
_<
0
=
wn
_|
wn




QOO HONITON
. HEARING
“00® CENTRE

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

Did You Know?

Hearing loss is the 3rd most common
long-term health condition. Get in touch for
help with your hearing.

Professional Personal Care For You

- Hearing Tests - Industrial Testing

- Hearing Aid - Musicians Earpieces
Consultations - Earwax Removal

- Hearing Aid Repairs - Tinnitus Assistance

- Custom Ear-Plugs - Speech Mapping

- Covert Devices

- Hearing Protection

- Amplified Phones

Need your hearing aid repaired?
We offer warranted repairs to
all makes and models of private
hearing aids.

hcpc i
5

L\ N
COLIN EATON AUDIOLOGIST - FdSc. HCPC-HAD. MSHAA
SAM EATON PRACTICE MANAGER

Make an appointment online via www.honiton-hearing.co.uk

or call 01 404 47070 to discuss your requirements



BRIDGE

HAPPINESS...
-.IS AMOTORCYCLE
AND A FULL TANK

First opened in 1953, Bridge Motorcycles are an independent family business and
proud to be the South West's biggest multi-franchise matorcycle dealers.

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES - SALES - SERVICE FACILITIES

-MOVING THE SOUL SINCE 1953

01392 260200

www.bridgemotorcycles.com

Alphin Brook Road . Marsh Barton . Exeter . Devon EX2 8RG

—

MAIN DEALERS FOR

TRWMBHT <mHONDA  $suzuki Kawasaki ‘a PIAGGIO
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KEEPING UP WITH
YOUR RIDING AMBITIONS

What can Devon Advanced Motorcyclists do for you?
In three minutes time, you'll know exactly that.

Devon Advanced Motorcyclists is THE leading provider of IAM Roadsmart’s
Advanced Rider Course in the whole of Devon!

We are here to make competent and confident motorcyclists.

We have a team of 35 nationally qualified Observers who can help you become
the best motorcycle rider you can be. And help you stay that way.

If you have no ambition for this, stop reading here.

The Advanced Rider Course

We are affiliated with the national road safety charity IAM Roadsmart. Our role
is to provide on-road coaching to enable IAM Roadsmart members achieve a
nationally recognised advanced riding standard.

Advanced riding is the ability to maintain focus on the road and traffic
environment and to take timely action to deal with it safely, smoothly, and
systematically. It's a frame of mind.

Our members come from all walks of life and all ages. Our common goal to be
the best riders we can be. The only prerequisite is that you should have a full
(A or A2) motorcycle licence.

The course includes the Advanced Rider Course manual, one-one on-road
riding sessions with your allocated Observer, the price of the advanced riding
test, and one year membership of both IAMRoadsmart and Devon Advanced
Motorcyclists.

www.devonadvanced.com



Social Rides
At any one time, we have up to a hundred people like you @

preparing for their advanced riding test.

We encourage new members to attend our regular social rides aimed at those
new to advanced riding. We call these Rookie Rides, and they take place on the
first Saturday of each month. You can use the opportunity to compare your
advanced riding experiences with other new members.

Once you have passed your advanced riding test, you will be eligible to join
our other Group Rides. These tend to be longer, all day, rides, and normally on
more challenging roads than the Rookie Rides. You'll be riding in the company
of experienced advanced riders and come to enjoy the best riding roads and
destinations the county has to offer. Put these regular dates for Group Rides in
your diary now: the second Sunday of every month, the fourth Sunday of
every month, and the third Thursday of every month.

Devon Advanced Motorcyclists also organise a number weekend or longer trips
throughout the year to UK and European destinations.

The End of the Beginning

For some new members of, passing their advanced riding test and joining in
with the regular social rides is sufficient for them to keep their advanced riding
skills honed.

For many more that is just the beginning.

We continually encourage all our members to take opportunities to keep their
advanced riding skills up to scratch. Newly acquired skills can (and do) fade
remarkably quickly.

IAM Roadsmart offer a Fellowship membership status: in return for an
additional annual subscription, Fellow members are automatically offered a re-
test of their advanced riding skills every three years. What better way to keep
you on your toes?

www.devonadvanced.com
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Alternatively, to take your riding skills up another level, you might consider

the Masters programme. This provides mentoring support and guidance that
will help you attain the highest standard of civilian riding in the country. The
coaching encourages the use of professional riding techniques used by police

and other emergency services riders. ’

If something less formal is your thing, we run a variety of events offering
ongoing encouragement of advanced riding.

On the third Saturday of each month, we run Post-Test Training Rides. These
offer you the opportunity to ride with experienced observers who will offer
suggestions for improving and refining your ride. No fee. No obligation
reason not to!

Personal Training Ride: Your DAM membership means you are eligible
for bespoke one-one coaching from one of our Observers. Just fill up your
Observer’s tank and away you go. Any time, any place, anywhere.

www.devonadvanced.com



Be a Giver

The ultimate way you can hone your advanced riding skills is by passing your
knowledge along by joining the club’s team of Observers. Observers are not
only excellent advanced riders, but also possess the personal qualities to
coach and encourage others to ride to the best of their ability. You will receive
training to a nationally recognised standard overseen by the Institute for the
Motor Industry.

If you think you have what it takes to become an Observer, get in touch
with Simon Jeffery, your chiefobserver@devonadvanced.com

SLISIOADYOLOIN dIDNVAAY NOAId
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Committee & Club Officers

Chairman: Group Secretary:
Social Media; Catherine McKinley
Les Mosco E: secretary@

E: chairman@devonadvanced.com devonadvanced.com

Chief Observer: Treasurer:

Simon Jeffery David Stanley

E: chiefobserver@ ( 3 E:treasurer@devonadvanced.
devonadvanced.com ’ com

Marketing Officer/Events Group Rides Co-ordinator:
Coordinator: Rodney Rayner

Tony Curley E: grouprides@
E:marketing@devonadvanced.com devonadvanced.com
Newsletter Editor: Webmaster:

Diana Percy Nick Tucker

E: magazine@devonadvanced. E: webmaster@

com devonadvanced.com

Membership:
Barrie Dennett

E: membership@
devonadvanced.com

Rookie Rides Co-ordinator:
Simon Jeffery

E: rookierides@devonadvanced.
com

Observed Rides Co-ordinator:
lan Pruce
E: observedrides@outlook.com

Rider Development
Evening Co-ordinator:

E: riderdevelopment@
devonadvanced.com

DISCLAIMER Legacy Chair

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT [T

NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE OF THE I.AM. OR

DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. PUBLICATION [t ALSIIEIIE N

OF AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THIS NEWSLETTER DOES
NOT IMPLY APPROVAL OF THE GOODS OR SERVICES BY
THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS.
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If you are a new associate Other Committee Trustees

member please contact lan as Members: Les Mosco (Chair), Catherine
early as possible, preferably by | Steve Hyde McKinley (Secretary), David
email, even if you don't intend Brian Churchward Stanley (Treasurer), Richard
to start your Advanced Rider Whybra, Philip Pike, David
Course immediately. Mudge

www.devonadvanced.com
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Triumph Overall National Award Winner for the UK,
Triumph Dealer of the Year 2017
& MCN Dealer of the Year (SW) 2016

LY Total Triumph A38 Wellington Road,
Taunton, Somerset TA4 1ES
01823 358899

oo www.totaltriumph.co.uk




