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Chairman’s Chatter
Dear All,

Looking back over the past fifteen months with 
the many hardships, disappointments and worries 
collectively experienced by us all, it is reassuring 
to see that the vaccination program proceeds at 
a pace so that restrictions to our daily lives can 
be removed. It has still meant that certain shows 
and activities which the motorbike fraternity and members of DAM would 
normally attend are being cancelled or postponed until later in the year. With 
that in mind Alan Goran, DAM’s marketing officer and his team are working 
on the upcoming Skillz Day taking place at the Swans Nest in Exeter and 
Barnstaple Rugby Club on the 31st July. If you know of a relative or friend 
who has expressed interest in advanced riding, then the all-day training 
session provides a good opportunity to try before they commit (details at 
the bottom of page).

It is also good to be on the road more for the social side (not just for 
commuting) and over the past couple of days I, along with one of DAM’s 
new associates, have been finalising the Chairman’s ride out. Luckily, we both 
managed to make it back before torrential rain hit, unlike those members 
who took part in the Southwest Coast weekend and the images of which 
appeared to be full of smiles if somewhat damp. As always, remember to 
check out the upcoming group ride outs available from the main page at 
devonadvanced.com, Devon Advanced Members Facebook group and there 
should be an email notification sent automatically to you (if you have not 
unsubscribed from the group mail list). A particular highlight is the ride out 
to Sparkford for a Karting Day on the 8th August, an activity which I do not 
believe DAM has done before.

If you have grown tired of the “ping” notification of another Zoom meeting 
then hopefully (restrictions permitting) DAM can offer some respite, the 
committee are planning for the AGM to be held on 27th October as 
a group meeting in “the flesh” instead of through a video call (details of 
the AGM will be sent closer to the time). After a tumultuous fifteen months 
DAM will also be celebrating its 35th birthday next year, and the committee 
is looking for members of the club to join the legacy committee, providing 
guidance on how the funds should be disbursed to forward the clubs aims of 
road safety and the benefits of the members. If you can assist please contact 
the chairman nathaniel.goss@gmail.com

I look forward to seeing you on the road.
Nathaniel



EDITORIAL  Jill Payne

Things are moving at last, observed rides and ride outs 
are rolling along, bringing with them more articles for 
the Mag. I was beginning to panic about this issues 
content. Thank you to all contributors.

The slow riding evening was a great success. A whole 
crew of organisers and observers taking participants  
through  slaloms of cones at slow paces both in South 
and North Devon. 

The committee, Observers, run leaders and other 
helpers have been working very hard to keep DAM  running as smoothly as 
possible it is quite an undertaking. We all give our time as volunteers  even 
in these COVID times there has been plenty to do.  There has been a large 
influx of new members and test passes keep rolling in.  Sadly we don’t attract 
everyone. I can’t help thinking about the girl pillion I saw hanging on for dear 
life as a hooligan came barrelling past us in a 40 limit the other day, she was 
wearing very skimpy clothes, the rider was trying to show off. I just wanted 
to tell his pillion never to get on that bike again without protective clothes 
and him having some training. 

Nick and I managed to get away with four others at the end of May it was 
great. Spring in Cumbria and the land and wildlife were looking fantastic.  The 
shock was the heavy traffic on the motorways, (there were many breakdowns 
along the motorways, people awaiting breakdown services, again a negative 
for smart motorways). Thankfully even around the lakes the traffic wasn’t 
too bad. Front cover picture is of a fine view in Cumbria. Whilst all the 
excitement of a long ride and subsequent days ride outs kept me going I did 
find the ride home laborious and the next couple of days I was very tired. 
It just proves that I had lost some of that riding fitness.  Roll on the next 
big outing. Europe and the rest of the world seem a way off yet.  There 
were mutterings from Brittany Ferries about putting on a service to Porto, sail 
down -  ride back, sounds good, there I go dreaming again.  Jill
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DISCLAIMER
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE OF THE I.A.M. OR 

DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. PUBLICATION OF AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THIS NEWSLETTER DOES NOT 

IMPLY APPROVAL OF THE GOODS OR SERVICES BY THE I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS.

Search for Devon Advanced Motorcyclists
and at www.devonadvanced.com

www.twitter.com/AdvancedDevon



WHAT’S ON REGULARLY ARRANGED BY DAM? 
ALWAYS check the website or event co-ordinators for up-to-date information, 

especially with the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions.

This calendar is a best guess only and there will be additional weekday rides arranged 
to try and accommodate more members whilst under COVID-19 restrictions.

Due to the effects of COVID-19, the Calendar of Events is still disrupted at time of print
Please see the Website for up to date information. www.devonadvanced.com

www.devonadvanced.com
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Date What Where
July

Sat 3 Rookie Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Sun 11 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Sat 17
Full Members 
Training Ride

Contact John Millgate
trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Weds 21 Associates Forum 7:00pm Swan’s Nest Inn, Exminster

Sun 25 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

August
Sat 7 Rookie Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Sun 8 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Weds 18
Rider Development 
Evening 7:00pm Swan’s Nest Inn, Exminster

Sat 21
Full Members 
Training Ride

Contact John Millgate
trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Sun 22 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

September

Sat 4 Rookie Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Sun 12 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Weds 15 Associates Forum 7:00pm Swan’s Nest Inn, Exminster

Sat 18
Full Members 
Training Ride

Contact John Millgate
trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Sun 19 NHS Ride See website for details.

Sun 26 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

October
Sat 2 Rookie Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.

Sun 10 DAAT Rideout 8:00am, The Den, Teignmouth, TQ14 8BB

Wed 13
Rider Development 
Evening 7:00pm Swan’s Nest Inn, Exminster

Sat 16
Full Members 
Training Ride

Contact John Millgate
trainingrides@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Sun 24 Group Ride 9:00am for 9:30am start.



COLIN EATON
- RHAD. FSHAA -

Hearing Aid Audiologist
 

we are here

Hearing Tests
Hearing Aids
Custom Ear-Plugs
Covert Devices
Amplified Phones
Industrial Testing
Hearing Protection
Musicians Earpieces
Bells & Alarms
Listening Devices
Loop Systems

HONITON HEARING CENTRE
12 New Street, HONITON, Devon, EX14 1EY. 

Honiton Tel: 01404 47070 
Tiverton Tel: 01884 255722 

www.honiton-hearing.co.uk

Turning up the volume
of your life

- HPC - HAD. FSHAA -



D
EV

O
N

 A
D

VA
N

C
ED

 M
O

TO
RC

Y
C

LISTS

7www.devonadvanced.com

NATIONAL OBSERVER RE QUALIFICATIONS.
A LETTER TO NATHANIEL AND ADRIAN.

On behalf of Robbie and I just a quick thank you for helping organise 
and facilitate the assessment day, I am very pleased to say all 5 of your 
DAM National Observers re-qualified very successfully.  Whilst the sun 
shone at home in Dorset, I got very wet in Devon but I had a great day 
out.  It seems particularly poignant on what is ‘Volunteers Week’ that I 
personally always consider it an absolute pleasure to have a ride out with 
IAM Observers dedicated to making a difference to peoples lives by the 
time, dedication and expertise they give, just because they can. They all 
have their own stories or personal reasons for doing so, same for me 
having spent far too long in my police career dealing with the aftermath 
of unfortunate events. DAM continue to develop very competent riders 
and observers under your stewardship, so please accept my appreciation 
on behalf of us all at IAMRS.  Groups like DAM are just a pleasure to be 
with,  when other groups are looking for a piece of good practice you 
are often top of my list as a ‘go to’ group to offer others wise counsel. 
Thankfully you, the committee and your observer team really remember 
what unites us, the love of motorcycle riding and helping others get better 
at the art.  Long may that continue.  Please do circulate my appreciation 
widely in the group.

Kind regards, Shaun Cronin, Regional Manager.

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS

Eric Hall, Mark Lewis, Bob Hall, Nigel Jennings, Michael Ashwin, 
Robbie Mildon, Mac Ringelberg, Robbie Mildon, Dave Hewlett, 

David Palmer, Trevor Bishop, Philip Gray, Donald Richards, 
Andrew Adams, Nigel Denny, Christopher Uzzell, Wayne Lyness, 
Nigel Bond, Sarah Holmes, Kit Adams, Glenn Askew, Roy Bailey, 

Ian Kennett, James Webster, Luke Riley, Mark Roberts, Craig Ayres, 
Les Mosco, Daniel Knight, Stephen Moore, Romana Sudicka, 
Nigel Turvey, Sheena Brown, Marc Heaslden, Ian Hodgson, 

Sean Keenan.
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And all sorts of PASSES, congratulations to

 Associate Observer

 Des Senior Ian Pruce

 Philip Ware Simon Jeffery

 Michael O’Meara Martin Rushworth

 Laura Hirst David Cooper

 David Ford Philip Pike

 Simon Bird Adrian Veale

 John Vandenberg Ian Holten

GROUP RIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Group Rides are no longer restricted to the second and fourth Sunday of the 
month.

I will try to provide more Group Rides and greater variety.

Historically, Group Rides were always “all day” and quite high mileage rides. 
However, I will try to provide a variety of rides, so they can now be on any day 
of the month and of any distance. 

This should give all members much more choice, and something for everyone.

The rides will be announced on the Members Facebook page and the DAM 
Facebook page, with limited information.

Full details of the rides can be found on the new DAM website 
https://www.devonadvanced.com/

As previously, there will continue to be a bulk email to the membership one or 
two weeks before each ride.

For earliest notification I would urge members to regularly check the new 
website, and if applicable Facebook.

Rodney Rayner

DAM Group Rides Coordinator.

Groupridescoordinator@outlook.com

NEXT SKILLZ DAYZ 
31st July Venue 1: Swans Nest, Exeter or Venue 2: Barnstaple Rugby Club

Call 07934 884 962 or email marketing@advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

www.devonadvanced.com
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NORTH DEVON ADVANCED 
MOTORCYCLISTS (NDAM)
We now have 6 associates who are going through their training, one of 
which has recently completed his test with Malcolm Avery and got himself a 
F1rst Pass. (Mike ‘Gunny’ O’Meara)

Our 1st Group Ride has now taken place which was according to feedback, 
enjoyed by all on the 13th June. Shame that Alan Goran started at Jonesy’s 
Cafe when the rest of us were starting in Barnstaple! (Never mind Alan eh?)

The 1st Slow Riding training event held in Barnstaple was another great 
evening with a total of 14 riders, with a final knockout competition slow 
race which was won by Nigel Bond from Chivenor - very well done Nije!

I have just posted the North Rookie Ride route today (25/06/2021) on the 
DAM website, where we will be meeting up with the Southern Rookie Ride 
at Great Torrington Common for a bacon butty and coffee… hopefully! 
(Come and join us please, but book your place via the DAM website)

Both the NDAM WhatsApp group & Facebook pages are busy and receives 
lots of posts and questions, and we now have 47 members!!!

The upcoming SkillZ DayZ event  (31/07/2021) now has a venue up here at 
the Barnstaple Rugby Club, we now also share that venue with RoSPA, but 
not at the same time!

A thank you to Andrew Robertson & Catherine for their support for the 
recent slow riding event, without that I very much doubt this event would 
have ever taken place.

Another big thank you to Alan Goran our Marketing lead for DAM, who 
has provided a huge amount of time and resources in terms of getting us 
the equipment and marketing materials we needed so badly, all coming 
together now Alan - thank you!

And lastly a BIG thank you to all the new and recent ‘NDAM members’ who 
are supporting the Observer team up here - Stef, Steve, Robin and myself.

Speak again soon, stay safe.

Regards 
Martin Rushworth 
(North Devon Team Leader)
National Observer / Local Observer
Assessor / Masters Mentor
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CUMBRIA MAY 2021 Helen

It felt like 0-352 miles in a day - although we’d had some short local rides 
this was our first trip away in 2021. Much excitement and packing was a 
challenge after so long. A good early start and I linked up with Jill and Nick 
at Cullompton Services before scooping up John at Sedgemoor. Andrew 
(our leader) was next at Aust and then over the bridge and the fun began. 
Mile End, Lydbrook, Yatton, A49 Bromfield, A5, A49, Prees, A41, A49 and 
we gathered Graham at Queenswood - then we were  6.  Andrew devised 
a wiggly way around Hereford which worked very well, we met two girls on 
horses in some lanes who were riding one handed and filming us with their 
phones with the other hand, looking very stern and didn’t acknowledge our 
good mornings. If the horses had jinked sideways they would have both been 
on the floor. We then came across a big artic lorry who’s sat nav had obviously 
taken him on a short cut on a very narrow road where he had stopped 
before a small hump back bridge. We wiggled by and left him to ponder 
his situation. Lunch was at Tilly’s Cafe at Bunbury just off the A49 which 
was excellent.  Then on to 
the M55 and M6 and off as 
soon as we could for Alston 
via Jeffery Hill,  Longridge, 
Slaidburn, Wigglesworth, 
Mearbeck, Settle, Studfold, 
Selside, Hawes, Lunds, 
Outhgill, Nateby and finally 
into the Jolly Farmers in 
Kirkby Stephen for our 
cream tea. We managed 
to lose 2 as we came off 
the M6 at Jct 31A but no 
dramas - everyone knew the way. We had filled up with stunning scenery. It 
was so good to be up there again and it was only wet for the last hour…and 
as we were in the frozen north the temperatures dropped a bit too. Carol in 
the B&B cooked for us the first night so no rushing and a delicious roast… 
another treat - you realise how much you’ve missed it all. Sleep came quickly 
for me as I haven’t ridden so far in one day for a long time.

Wednesday three of us hit the local gift shops before our ride. The weather 
looked better in the Lakes so we headed to Brougham Castle, Ullswater 
(where the lads watched some Spanish girls attempt to pump up their 
Paddle Boards but failed to assist) and coffee at Aira Force (National Trust). 



The roads were fairly quiet although the car parks busy. Whinlatter Pass, 
with views of Bassenthwaite Lake, through the forest, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Honister Pass and Keswick for a look at Derwent Water (where 
we failed to find an ice cream shop). Thirlmere, Grasmere,  Ambleside (so 
near and yet so far from the Lakeland Shop) Bowness (with views down 
to Windermere), Kendal and back for another cream tea and dinner in the 
Black Bull after 135 miles of fun.  Today I saw beautiful reflections in the 
lakes, alpacas, cowslip, rapeseed, trees of all shades of green and beyond, 
gorse, forget-me-nots, carpets of bluebells, lapwings and more…. This was 
all easy as I was pillion! It was great to be perched up on the back and just 
enjoy the stunning scenery….my feet and btm only left the bike once and 
Andrew managed more mpg with me on the back - the thought of me 
making his bike more aerodynamic caused much merriment. It was a good 
job he couldn’t see the shenanigans as he braced himself for the mount and 
dismount.  

Thursday and bright sunshine Scotland was on the agenda and again I 
was offered a pillion seat - I was just ready to take Storm but the lure of the 
scenery and being spoilt won. Our last zoom meeting on blind summits came 
in very useful today as there were many to negotiate today along with hidden 
dips on our ride to Teesdale, 
Middleton in Teesdale, 
Alston, Lanercost Priory Tea 
Room. So peaceful, sitting 
out in the sunshine was 
lovely.  Newcastleton and 
Carter Bar. There were miles 
of quiet moorland roads - 
just so lucky.  Through the 
Kielder Forest, Catcleugh 
Reservoir, over the Pennine 
Way, Bellingham for Tea 
at Carriages, Sinderhope, 
Allenheads, Langdon Beck and 200 miles later our last cream tea before The 
Mango Tree - a favourite Indian restaurant in town. 

Friday and Jill and Nick decided to stay another day and visit Nidderdale and 
the excellent cheese shop at Hawes. The rest of us headed for the Chocolate 
Shop at Orton before venturing south. A685, B6257, A684, B6256 and the 
A683 - as much fun as possible before the M6 and M56 to the A49 and 
Tilly’s again. A41, A49 and farewell to Graham at Hope Under Dinmore. 
Monmouth, Devauden, Chepstow and Aust for final farewell hugs (allowed 

www.devonadvanced.com

D
EV

O
N

 A
D

VA
N

C
ED

 M
O

TO
RC

Y
C

LISTS

11



12

D
EV

O
N

 A
D

VA
N

C
ED

 M
O

TO
RC

Y
C

LI
ST

S

www.devonadvanced.com

now) before we split and headed home. The journey was marred by the 
traffic and it certainly honed our filtering skills - but it was expected with 
the Bank Holiday weekend looming. As I dropped down from Woodbury 
Common with the sunset in my mirrors,  340 miles and 11 hours from Kirkby 
Stephen, I reflected on a very special trip with more lovely memories made 
- roll on the next one. 

End Piece by Jill

After waving the others off, Nick and I decided to have a final ride out and an 
easy afternoon before our early dinner. Things didn’t work out that way. We 
had good weather and headed for the Buttertubs pass where I had to wait 
for two fighting sheep to finish their sparring. We stopped at Middleham 
for coffee and saw a string of racehorses pass through the village, the one 
bringing up the rear really didn’t look very enthusiastic. We saw a haulage 
truck that made us laugh, the company was Chas Long! 

Time to saddle up ourselves, I turned towards Askrigg – a very steep, nadgery 
and gravelly road, very challenging. Up and up we went high over the Nidd 
valley. What a view up on the open moorland. We passed the reservoir up 
on the ridge. It 
was wild up there. 
We passed a lone 
cyclist and a sheep 
carcass, it was that 
lonely. Descending 
down into Askrigg 
we caught up with 
a car being very 
cautiously driven, 
he even pulled over 
for us, wish they 
were all like that. 
Now down on the 
valley road we had 
a lovely ride to Pateley Bridge, where I went straight to the bike parking. 
Nick was impressed; I had looked it up on Google! We had tea by the river 
and then time was pressing for our dinner date. We rode at a pace back to 
Hawes and the creamery to get a nice bit of Wensleydale “Gromit”. Nick 
looked after the bikes and when I got back he pointed out a nest of wagtails 
in the car park wall where the chicks were being fed by their parents, so near 
to the traffic. Arriving back late we just had time for a face wash and off for 
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another delicious curry. We then got time to relax a bit before our long ride 
home the next day. 136 miles today.

We were packed and away for ten, soon heading for the M6 which was 
pleasantly quiet, the M56 was much busier though moving and we only 
had three miles on it before turning off. We then joined the A49, which was  
like the curates egg, good in parts. My plan was to go through Hereford as I 
thought everyone would be doing nice things on a Bank Holiday afternoon, 
rather than clogging up the road. I was partly right as though the through 
road was moving nicely, the town traffic was at a standstill! Onward to 
Monmouth and the next log jam, the road after Tintern was shut. We 
decided to go for it and had a great ride to Tintern, then a detour through 
lovely woods and out onto the Usk road and Chepstow, where we stopped 
to fill up and have a rest before the M5. We joined the 50 mile tailback on 
the M5 and after filtering some way decided to join the A38 which at least 
was moving. At Taunton we rejoined the motorway which was busy but free 
moving, then the inevitable heavy traffic home to Brixham. 366 arduous 
miles today. I was very tired after all that but had enjoyed the break and 
good company. Bring on the next outing.

Jill & Nick
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RODNEY’S RIDE - MAY 2021
Boris let us loose once more and Rodney was the first to organise a group 
ride and even take orders for lunch. He failed to sort the wall to wall sunshine 
but about 20 of us set off from Cullompton Services for a very wiggly route 
to Torrington. I’ve never taken so long to get to Torrington - wind, rain, mud, 
road closures (which were totally ignored as the scaffolders blocking the road 
were motorcyclists 
and had offered to 
move the barriers 
for us!) We were 
seated outside 
but under cover 
and the staff at 
the Puffing Billy 
looked after us 
well. I received a 
message to say my 
dog sitter couldn’t 
do the afternoon 
session so I headed 
back (with a little 
hiccup exiting the 
car park…I’d like 
to say I was blown 
off but more likely the nut between the handlebars and seat hit one of the 
many potholes - no drama, too old to worry about ego, Storm had her first 
kiss  and pink suits me ). I had a swift dry ride home and I understand the 
rest of the gang landed safely. Thanks for a cracking day out - the boys sure 
enjoyed the banter again. Roll on the next one! Thanks to Rodney for sorting 
us and Phil for sweeping us safely along. 

Helen

Free to a Good Home
LEATHER TROUSERS - HEIN GERICKE

Size:- Waist 32” (eu 50), Inside Leg 29”
Removable washable liner. Unused gift

Contact Dave Mudge: 07796 937483
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EYES IN THE BACK OF YOUR HEAD
Colin Holt

Once allowed back out on the roads after periods of lockdown, it came 
as a shock to the system, whilst easing my way back into riding, with the 
actions of some road users causing concern, with van drivers and cyclists now 
seemingly owning the roads and quite prepared to use the whole width of the 
carriageway to prove it. Other motorists seemed to have had lost the basic 
respect for fellow road users making SMIDSY a constant threat, so thought 
was given as to how to protect myself.

A quick scan of the internet revealed a huge proliferation in dashcam footage, 
causing the viewer to consider when such an incident would be experienced 
personally, so the decision was made to join in the systematic recording of my 
travels so that at least my side of any incident would hopefully not show any 
culpability. The question at hand was how to achieve this.

Having a Garmin Virb camera mounted on the bike, this seemed a suitable 
option, but not being the newest model by any means, it struggles to cope 
with anything larger than a 16GB memory card, and only films in one direction. 
Fine for shooting scenic sections of ride outs, but not ideal as a dashcam. An 
up to date version of the camera has a cost in the hundreds of pounds, and 
still only records one view.

Visits to various motorcycle shows had 
raised my interest in bike mounted 
systems, with a camera fitted to the 
front and rear of the bike and images  
are then stored on a hard drive. A 
good quality one can be purchased 
for £250 to £300, but to get it fitted 
to my BMW may require an additional 
unit to enable the Canbus system to 
allow it to operate, and having two 
bikes, another system would have to be bought to equip the J300 Scooter if 
all my biking exploits were to be captured.

So the option of a helmet mounted camera was explored, with practically all 
not solving the single lens dilemma, requiring multiple units to be used. 

Thanks a link from the website of my insurer, that starts with B and ends in 
nets, I was directed to the site of a company called Techalogic and a unit called 
the DC1, which has a 1080p camera at both ends and records both front and 
rear views onto a 128GB micro SD card, with files able to be viewed over wifi 
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to your phone. After reading the associated blurb and viewing informative 
video adverts, I hit the order button, and along with the camera ordered a 
micro SD card, waterproof cable kit and extra curved helmet mount for my 
second helmet all for the price of around £215 with a £15 refund provided by 
my insurance company.

The parcel arrived promptly, and was larger and heavier than expected. Once 
opened it contained not only the camera and extras ordered, but also other 
attachments which can be used with cycling and horse riding helmets, giving 
more use for bikers that also enjoy these activities.

The instruction manual has to be downloaded, but is a straight forward task, as 
is the app that allows connection between the camera and your smartphone. 
With the mounting plates stuck to the side of my helmets, the SD card slotted 
into camera, the unit was placed on charge in readiness for use. By means of 
the app it is possible change the length of filming, which I amended to record 
in 5 minute sections.

There is a choice of mounting brackets supplied and once you have selected 
and fitted them to the camera, it 
simply slides into the mounting plate 
and is held tight in position by a rubber 
bung. It may not be aesthetically pretty 
sticking out the side, or top  of your 
crash helmet, but it is there to do a 
job and its presence is not noticeable 
due to its light weight. Once ready to 
commence filming it is simply a case 
of one press of the button, and with a 
single short vibration, recording commences. In order to stop filming a longer 
press of the same button invokes a series of three short vibrations and the 
recording is ended. During the intervening period of riding you soon forget 
that it is even there. 

At the end of the ride there are a number of ways you can view the footage. 
By using the wifi connection, which once activated is confirmed by a blue 
light, the recordings can be watched using the Roadcam App on your mobile 
phone. Helpful when used during breaks from riding. The camera can be 
connected to a computer via a USB lead and the files viewed but I have not 
yet managed to get this method to work successfully. Whilst being able to see 
the files, I was unable to play them, so more investigation as to why is needed. 
Lastly, the micro SD card can be removed from the camera and fitted directly 
into a computer.
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The files are listed with an A and B 
option, with A being the forward view 
and B the rear. Once playing begins, 
the quality of the filming is soon 
evident, along with the wide angle 
lens, providing amazing footage of 
the ride. By mounting the camera 
on the side of the helmet it recorded 

a riders eye level view of the journey along with any shoulder checks and 
lifesavers , and all in amazing clarity. This is a  great means for recording 
and then reviewing a ride. The forward footage also quite clearly shows the 
dashboard of the bike, with information such as speed and indication, so as 
well as filming any wrong doing by other road users, it will also show any 
contributing factors.

If there is a downside to this camera, it is the battery life, which from full 
charge lasts 2.5 hours, with weight probably the limiting factor. I can record a 
whole weeks commute on one charge, but when  heading out for a full days 
ride, or even on tour, then an additional power source is required. When the 
charge in the battery has nearly depleted two short vibrations are felt through 
the helmet, and it is time to stop and 
attach the camera to a power bank 
via the USB socket in order to keep on 
filming. A waterproof shroud has been 
purchased to go over the socket on 
the camera, but I did find this made 
the plug lose contact fairly easily, so 
I will only use this when absolutely 
necessary. The length of the USB lead 
provided makes it possible for me to connect the camera to my bikes auxiliary 
sockets, requiring me to unplug it when dismounting from the bike.

The unit is also supplied with a wrist watch sized unit which can be attached 
to yourself or the bike, on which there are two buttons. When pressed, one 
locks a piece of footage onto the SD card so it cannot be overwritten and the 
other causes a still photograph to be taken, this could prove very useful at the 
scene of an incident.

Wearing this camera does not diminish the errant behaviour of other road 
users, or lessen your chance of being involved in a RTC, but can make sure 
that your side of the incident is not misrepresented or distorted. It is also a very 
helpful tool for the process of self assessment of our riding to hopefully assist 
us as advanced riders to spot dangerous situations and remain safe.



  Call 01626 352527 to speak with Mark or Marcus 
  e: marcus@torbaymc.eclipse.co.uk 
  w: torbaymotorcyclesltd.co.uk 
  87 QUEEN STREET NEWTON ABBOT TQ12 2BG 

TORBAY MOTORCYCLES LTD 
Your Honda dealer in Newton Abbot and Torbay 

Torbay Honda has: Experienced factory trained technicians 
Full workshop    ll  MOT facili�es    ll  Off road technicians 
We can supply and fit: parts     ll  accessories ll  tyres  

for all manufacturers  at compe��ve prices 

torbay-honda @torbay.motorcycles 



BETTY’S HARTLAND RIDE
Despite the damp start 
there were 9 smiling faces 
at Totnes ready to follow 
Betty to Hartland Quay 
the scenic wiggly way…
Avonwick, Ughborough, 
Yealmpton, Smithaleigh, 
Cadleigh, Cornwood, 
Wotter, Yelverton, Tavistock, 
Gulworthy, Chillaton and 
Lifton for Coffee (and cake 
of course). The sun was 
now out and the roads 
dry.  Dutson, St Stephens, 
Langdon, Whitstone, Grimscott, Kilkhampton and the A39 with a left to 
Hartland and down to the Quay. We sat in the pub and reminisced about Hill 
Climbs on Classic Bikes . Back via Stibb Cross, Holsworthy, Halwill Junction and 

Okehampton for farewells 
at Whitehouse Services. 
As sweep the run went 
smoothly and at a good 
pace - the scenery was 
stunning and the company 
fun and relaxed - thank 
you all for a great day out 
and to Betty for organising 
us and booking tables to 
ensure we could be seated 
comfortably. - 208 smiley 
miles.

Fellow Rider.

Proposed date for A.G.M.
October 27th 2021
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TEZZA’S TIPSTEZZA’S TIPS
Having now been “Released to the Wild” post Lockdown, we can hopefully look 
forward to plenty of opportunities to be ‘out and about’ on the UK road system. 
We elect to do this for pleasure of course, but it often means that we undertake to 
spend quite a bit more time than the average road user in the ‘tarmac’ environment. 
With this in mind, it is far more likely that we will witness incidents on the roads that 
represent additional hazards to many folk, sometimes in far reaching ways. I would 
like to invite everyone to consider the varied possible impacts where there are:- 

“INCIDENTS INVOLVING DANGEROUS GOODS”
If you should arrive at the scene of an accident that involves a vehicle containing 
dangerous goods, you should:
Switch your engine off and not smoke, also make sure no one else is smoking
Keep well away from the vehicle/s involved.
Call the emergency services and give the police or fire brigade as much information 
as possible about the labels and markings on the vehicle.
Be wary of dust, vapours or liquids that may be leaking from the vehicle/s.
(Personal note: As with any approaches to assist as a First Responder, we must 
initially make an assessment as to any dangers to ourselves - 
a} Be aware of the possible inhalation of hazardous vapours, either emanating, or 
within the confined space of a vehicle - Smoke is the obvious one, but transparent, 
odourless gases may also exist with specialist transport.
b) Consider any fluids that may have spilled, or are leaking from the incident as a 
significant hazard - Find out more! Kneeling down in a pool of something unknown 
to offer comfort to someone, may not be a skin friendly option and may also 
damage your bike kit. Removing a casualty from such an environment is a personal 
judgement call and should be done having determined the hazard.
c) Spilled fluids may also enter the ground water system, so if it is possible, try to 
contain them to prevent this happening.
d) It may sound obvious reading this in an armchair, but by the side of an incident, 
with a multitude of things going through your mind, please remember that just 
about all fluids, even milk are likely to be a ‘Slip’ hazard.  )
The above information outside of my bracketed personal note, has been taken from 
The Official Highway Code and The Official DVSA Guide to Driving, the essential 
skills.
Below are some of the most common labels and markings you will find on vehicles 
carrying dangerous goods:

Flammable
Liquid

Toxic
Substance

Non-Flammable
Compressed Gas

Corrosive
Substance

Oxidising
Substance



DUCATI MULTISTRADA V4S
Terry Dormer

“Lucky” Terry Dormer, has been able to test ride the new Ducati Multistrada 
V4S.

He compares it to his Africa Twin, this is one man’s personal view.

Part 1 The Africa Twin

The germ of the idea began when I popped in to see my friend, Mike Grainger 
at GT motorcycles in Plymouth to book in for a recall that I’d received for my 
Africa Twin, now one year plus old!

As I plodded into the showroom, with my gel soaked hands and looking like 
a cheapskate bank-robber in my disposable mask, my eyes were drawn to 
the VERY new Ducati Multistrada V4S. How nice does that look in its red 
and white livery?

Can I sit on it Mister? 

So, I booked the AT in for its little job, only to be told that there was a 
second recall inspection needed that would take a couple of days! (details 
later) Oh my!  Thought I - mind racing :-) I knew that Mike would loan me 
a courtesy bike, but having seen the V4, nothing else was ever going to do!

So that’s how it happened - I had to wait for the lifting of the COVID restriction 
on the 12th April, but I was set. Akin to the “Glorious 12th” of August, 
when this lands Grouse are unceremoniously battered into submission.

Adventure style bikes, as a concept, generally set out to fulfil almost every 
requirement that we may have for a motorcycle in the one package and for 
the most part, they succeed quite well. Some are now a little more road 
focussed, whilst others draw heavily from their off road stablemates. So it 
really does help if you know what you actually want from a bike, even before 
embarking on the process of test rides.

For a great many in Advanced riding circles, there has been a huge uptake 
of this style of bike, not because most of us will also go off-road, (in fact 
most won’t do so ever!) but that they offer a great platform for teaching as 
well as being highly rewarding on “Progressive” Group Rides. Much of this 
is due to the more upright seating position, offering greater comfort, with a 
commanding view of our surroundings - it’s all about information gathering 
isn’t it. Oh, and a sliver to do with cosseting pampered bottoms and the 
crumblings of age!
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Just before Christmas of 2019, I was all set to purchase the BMW R1250 GSA 
and had taken a couple of versions on test runs, including a mild section of 
off-road with Gary Crook at ‘Lopwell Dam’. Without going into the details 
of the BMW, I had made up my mind and approached BMW Finance to fulfil 
my wishes for the Gelände/Straße !!  (GS) The German words pretty literally 
translate to ‘Terrain/Street’.

It was 1980 when BMW shocked the motorcycling world with the intro 
of the GS 800. The original remit was to create a bike capable of being 
effective in both environments. With the later introduction of the R1100GS 
, the variant marked a huge turning point for the German producer as well 
as an utterly new direction for the entire motorcycle world.

Over the following eight years, BMW capitalised on their success, making 
very useable and sensible modifications to the original format, but always 
retained the concept. With so much success over this period, it is surprising 
that it took all the other big players in the industry so long to produce 
anything close to acceptable competition.

My purchase didn’t go ahead, which I later discovered was due to my 
electoral roll listing being elsewhere to my home address. Bummer! So, I 
looked elsewhere.

Enter into the fray, The Africa Twin

In 1988/89, Honda introduced the first “Africa Twin” in the form of the 
XRV650; then from 1990 to 2003, the XRV750T; and from 2016 to 2020, 
the CRF1000L. The Africa Twin was a replica of the Dakar successful 1986 
NXR750, which won the gruelling event a total of four times and was their 
first road-going offering.

The remaining big players over the years have slowly taken up the reins and 
released their own offerings. Some of which have proven to be little more 
than a token gesture with the format, whilst others have actually offered 
modifications that have contributed and influenced lasting change.

One such machine, is Honda’s newest version, the CRF1100 which has most 
definitely “Upped the Ante”!

Spec for the Africa Twin can be found on Honda’s web site.

The 21” front wheel and huge travel suspension, echo of its history off road.

I purchased because of the pretty good seating position, for the wonders 
of the electronically controlled suspension, its power delivery, poise and 
controllability as well as the wonderful ease of riding given by the DCT 
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gearbox (which I only 
ever use in Manual 
paddle shift).

The dual displays of 
the African Twin are 
utterly brilliant in 
terms of being able 
to have the full use 
of the larger upper 
screen for sat nav, 
yet the lower display 
always shows ‘speed 
of travel’ and other 
important details.

The inclusion of 
Apple Car Play and 
Bluetooth connect-
ivity takes electronic 
interaction to a very 
user friendly level.

Was it perfect for me 
‘straight out of the box’ - No, not entirely, but like many motorcyclists, I 
knew I would very likely make changes and ‘make it mine’.

I raised the bars by a couple of inches, which also pushed them back an inch 
toward me and gave my forearms less of an angle to the ground for comfort 
on longer runs.

Some would prefer the slight forward incline of the upper body with the 
standard bars to engage the core muscle groups during riding, or particularly 
when going uphill off road.

I have heard many say that they have found the Africa Twin to be incredibly 
comfortable, yet it appears that buyers of around 6 feet 2 inches or so, 
complain of a numb bum around 200 miles.

With a bike that has a very useable range of around 350 miles before 
refilling, this could mean comfort stops, rather than remain on the road. 
Personally, I like to take regular breaks anyway, as it keeps me alert and my 
body more flexible.
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I ended up re-modelling the seat and inbuilt an air cushion which really does 
make quite a difference. There is no way at all that the seat is in the same 
league as my Harley Road King for comfort, but I hark back to the reason for 
purchase and mention “intended use”.

The Harley seat may look a tad out of place in the off road environment!

I replaced the toy town, Postman Pat standard horn with a much better 
Fiamm unit as a direct swap, but then improved it further by fitting a Denali 
Sound Bomb in parallel which really does the job.

Lighting is very good indeed at the front, with good spread, as well as long 
distance and the cornering lighting works tremendously well. I see that 
BMW have now followed suit with their newest incarnation of the GS. I 
think that an alternative arrangement could be sought for the rear lighting, 
as the single 3” width, by 2” height of the fitting would be easily missed 
by motorists, especially in adverse conditions. I am part way through a 
modification that should resolve this thought.
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I’m personally not wholly convinced of the ‘prettiness’ of the use of the 
amber indicator lamps being on at all times and being simply switched off 
and then back on again at 60 times a minute to create indicator lamps. Very 
American and not really my cup of tea, but for safety, it must provide a good 
alternative colour to have alongside the white headlamps for ease of being 
seen when in front of other vehicles.

The other significant change that I made at 300 miles old, was to do a tyre 
replacement. I found that the supplied compromise tyres, intended for on 
and off-road use, both front and back ‘Skittered’ across the road in lightly 
damp conditions. Not an uncontrollable event at all, bit I’d far sooner not be 
riding a motorcycle knowing that I was already working inside the tolerances 
of grip at a time when I really would benefit from a bit more confidence. 
I replaced the Bridgestone Battlax tyres with Pirelli Scorpion Trail 2 and the 
bike has been transformed since. Quieter yes, straight line tracking much 
improved and confidence inspiring in both wet and dry conditions. Including 
one skills day at Thruxton, which does make a big impact upon tyre wear, I 
have just replaced the front tyre after 7150 miles. I think without Thruxton, 
I would surely see another 1000 miles overall. The rear still has about half of 
the tread depth available and is not squared off.

Fuel consumption ranges from around 50mpg with spirited riding and up to 
65 mpg normally. 

Am I happy with the Africa Twin - too right I am!

The two items of recall work that were required consisted of a pretty short 
duration check of the internal welding of the fuel tank, as Honda must have 
had a couple of issues with a coating that was used after welding, then 
becoming displaced and blocking the fuel supply. Mine was not affected.

The second check required was to do with the ABS system and a modulator. 
Not every machine manufactured required alternative parts, but the work 
necessitated some removal of components for access, before they could 
verify whether mine was on the list for a swap-out. This time my bike was in 
need and Honda were then approached for the replacement items.

The delay in Honda providing the parts meant more time for myself to get 
to know the V4S!

Terry



www.advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

D
EV

O
N

 A
D

VA
N

C
ED

 M
O

TO
RC

Y
C

LISTS

27

WALES JUNE 2021
It was already June, the wide open spaces of North Wales were calling and 
the BMW Club Western Section Photo Challenge needed some attention.  
The Tanronnen in Beddgelert is a favourite and they had some rooms for 4 
nights, so, rallying the troops, a plan was hatched and I met John, Trevor, 
Dave and Andy at Sedgemoor Services and then Andrew and Martin at Aust. 
An orange warning light appeared on my bike but the message stated it was 
safe to ride and the lads reassured me that all I needed was a new exhaust 
valve… ignore it, keep riding and just be careful at low revs…simples! I 
always feel a holiday begins as I head over the Bridge into Wales..then, 
with Martin leading,  we hit the first diversion of many over the holiday 
period. We were soon on the lovely Usk road then some more wigglies to 
Blaenavon Ironworks near Pontypool, the first photo of 12 to be collected on 
this trip. Brecon for a comfort stop - sadly the National Park was shrouded in 
mist. Upper Chapel, Builth Wells, The Holt for lunch, Rhayader, St Harmon, 
Llanidloes and Dylife Nature Reserve for a photo call.  There were kites close 
overhead and beautiful Rhododendrons everywhere.  Machynlleth, Corris, 
Dolgellau and on to Beddgelert to meet up with Hilary and Keith and 60th 
Birthday Celebrations for Andrew.  A great day’s riding - what more could 
you ask for on your special day... 257 miles of fun.

Clutches out at 0930 and 
Andrew led the wiggly way 
to Lleyn Peninsula Viewpoint 
via Rhyd Ddu, Nantle, Nefyn 
and Aberdaron - a tad windy 
at the top of the hill but 
stunning views.  Coffee at 
Ty-Newydd Farm then Rhiw, 
Mynytho, Pellheli, Criccieth 
and Porthmadog for Borth-
y-Gest Bus Shelter/Memorial 
. Then through Harlech and  
Barmouth to the Cinema in Tywyn closely followed by ice creams and the 
final photo of the day - the Middle Gate on the quiet Mountain Road at 
Cwm Prysor. Out on the main road at Bronaber and back for a late supper 
with Elvina (local friend). 182 miles.

The following morning started with an early walk to Gelert’s Grave especially 
for those who had never visited. Clutches out at 0930 again and the road 
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to Capel Curig which is stunning and even better on a clear morning. Betws 
Y Coed, LLanrwst, Nebo and to the Sportsmans Arms - the highest pub in 
Wales. Lyn Brenig for coffee then Penile, Llanynys, down to Graigfechan 
and the Ponderosa for early lunch. Emyrys Phone Box was next followed by 
Mold, Hendre, Trefnant, Downe and the Colwyn Bay Bike Shop where we 
always get a warm welcome . On to Conwy for the smallest house (who 
built that in a restricted area???) Over the Menai Bridge to Anglesey for the 
last one of the day - Penmon Dovecott (where we met Mr Jobsworth - if 
your feet touched the ground you had to pay £1!). A lovely ride back via the 
Llanberis Pass - 187 miles. 

All photos in this part of 
Wales were now collected so 
a relaxed day meant coffee 
at Lake Vyrnwy watching the 
Siskins feeding and a stop at 
the Railway Cafe at Llanfair 
Caereinion.  I was very spoilt 
with a pillion ride - I could 
enjoy the scenery and listen 
to music (no I didn’t dance 
too much on the back) and 
I was even taken to proper 
toilets as I don’t Wild Wee 
with the lads. A last supper 
and time to pack. We’d had 
a great time with glorious 
weather and stunning 
scenery. 165 miles. An early 
departure and the A4212 to 
Bala, B4391 and A 490 to 
Montgomery for a photo of 
the car museum and coffee 
at the Castle Kitchen (can 

thoroughly recommend - they welcomed us all, sat us in the garden and 
the coffee and cakes were delicious - the shop had lots of delicious goodies 
too if you had room on the bike). The last photo of the trip was the George 
Lewis Memorial at New Radnor before ice creams at Erwood then on down 
to Chepstow and final farewells. 283 miles. 

Helen
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ADVANCED 
RIDER COURSE
The IAM RoadSmart Advanced Rider 
Course that DAM offers is the route 
that bikers can take in order to pass the 
IAM Advanced Motorcycle Test. It is 
the same course that is provided by IAM 
affiliated groups all around the UK. The 
course costs just £149 and includes:

• A joining pack.
• The IAM RoadSmart’s course book 

(which is also your logbook).
• Your first year’s membership of DAM 

and the IAM, initially as an Associate 
and then as a Full member once you 
pass the Advanced test.

• Training for the Advanced test by 
Nationally qualified Observers.

• The IAM test fee.

That is a pretty impressive package when 
taking into account the relative cost of 
commercial training packages. All IAM 
Observers go through a rigorous training 
and qualification process which makes 
them a truly professional body of people. 
The Advanced Rider Course is based 
on the Police System of Motorcycle 
Control and is second to none.

How to enrol on the Advanced  
Rider Course
There is a straightforward mechanism 
for becoming a member of both the IAM 
and DAM:

• First of all, you join the IAM by buying 
an Advanced Rider Course and 
paying the fee (above). You can do 
this directly by going to their website:

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/
courses/advanced-rider-course



 If you speak to a current member of DAM when you meet them out with 
our Mobile Display Unit, they can help you with this process there and 
then.

• Once the IAM have enrolled you, they send you a Welcome Pack which 
will include your training/logbook.  DAM is also informed and we too send 
out a club Welcome Pack. This has a questionnaire, some other forms, 
this magazine, a DAM membership card, and a white plastic DAM badge 
for your bike. You will also be politely requested to offer a donation of 
£70 towards your Observer’s mileage expenses. This will give you up to 6 
sessions with your Observer plus a check ride with a highly experienced 
National Observer.

• Once you have returned your questionnaire you will be allocated an 
Observer for your training. This is done through the Observed Rides 
Coordinator, who will ensure your answers to various questions are 
matched as far as possible, eg. geography, availability and so on. 

• On average Associates pass their test after about 5 observed rides, 
taken over 5 months. This means you could take a little less time, or 
a little more, but overall you can expect to get around 20 hours of on-
road training, covering nearly 300 miles. The minimum time tends to 
be around 3 months and the maximum nearly a year. A lot depends on 
your availability and the amount of time you spend riding and practising 
between observed rides with your Observer.

Once you pass your test

Well done,  you have passed  your IAM Advanced  test  and whilst this is a 
significant achievement, it goes hand in hand with earning the honour  of 
wearing  and displaying the coveted IAM (green) membership badge. This  
clearly identifies you as a fully assessed Advanced rider and holder of the 
IAM Advanced Motorcycle Test Certificate.

 However, as it says in the Police manual, Roadcraft: “In the period following 
training, riders can get into serious difficulties because they overestimate 
their new abilities . . . There is a risk that your new found skills and confidence 
will take you into situations which you may not be able to  handle . 

Perform your own risk assessment, analyse your own riding critically and 
ride within your known limits”. Ask yourself “ if I were to do this ride again, 
what would I do differently”. There is no such thing as a perfect ride, so 
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maintaining a critical appraisal of your riding is an ongoing process. In 
that respect, being a member of DAM has many advantages. Enjoying the 
benefits of DAM membership DAM offers a number of training events both 
centre based and more recently road based. Combined with social activities, 
these will  continue to be helpful to you as you continue to hone your skills. 
The diary dates for most of these events are on the DAM Website and in the 
What’s On page of each magazine. 

• Rider Development evenings. Held on the third Wednesday of every 
month.  These usually have a guest speaker,  on a general interest subject  
to the motorcycle group. Additionally there may be a presentation from 
a member  the Observer team, On aspects of the Advanced Rider Course. 
These are not just for Associates during training, they are useful evenings 
for Associates and full Members for updating knowledge and  current 
best practice. Additionally an Associate forum is held on a bi monthly 
basis. These are aimed specifically at Associates in training, with no 
fixed agenda, addressing issues raised by Associates on the night. These 
sessions are held by One National Observer and One Local Observer. 

• Rookie Rides. The first Saturday morning of every month. Not full-
blown Group rides, but a marvellous place to become comfortable riding 
in a group and practising your new found skills. Both Associates and Full 
members can attend Rookie Rides.

• Group Rides. Wherever possible these are organised on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of every month. The diary and the website will show 
what’s planned. These are longer rides than the Rookie Rides so you 
need to be confident with longer distance riding in groups. They are also 
an opportunity to learn about being a “sweeper” on a ride, or even a 
“pilot”. They are for Full members or very experienced Associates only.

• Improver Sessions. These can be organised on an ad-hoc basis through 
the Chief Observer. You will be allocated a very experienced National 
Observer and have a full observed session. The aim is not simply to 
ensure your riding is still to test standard, but rather to help you enhance 
any area you feel needs greater skill. You will be supplied with a full ride 
report for future reference. There is a small donation for your Observer’s 
fuel and it is payable directly to the Observer on the day.

• Full  Member development Group Rides. These are advertised on the 
DAM website Calendar. Organised and run by two Observers they offer 
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coaching and development in a group environment.

• Masters Training. This is provided by IAM RoadSmart accredited Masters 
Mentors. With the test being conducted by a IAM Staff Examiner. You 
should contact the Chief Observer if interested, or details of the Masters 
test itself can be viewed on the IAM RoadSmart website.

 The test requires a very high riding skill indeed. There are two levels to 
the Masters programme. Pass and Pass with a Distinction. You will also 
need a complete and thorough understanding of the Highway Code and 
the Police Training manual “Motorcycle Roadcraft”, as this will  also be 
examined. It is suggested that you should have considerable post-IAM 
test experience prior to commencing the Masters Program. This program 
is developed and marketed as the very highest level for a civilian (non-
Police) test. 

• Become an Observer. From time to time DAM is in need of new Observers 
to maintain it’s numbers and Observer teams. You will be trained and 
assessed by DAMS Local Observer Assessors, to IMI accredited standards. 
Following completion of your training and assessment you can take pride 
in being one of the most professional Advanced Motorcycle coaches 
in the UK.  You will then be placed into one of DAMS  geographically 
based Observer teams, where you will be supported as you start to train 
and develop your own Associates. The IAM insures all its Observers (for 
volunteer Observing on the road) as long as they remain a member 
of the IAM and the Group. Your Observer classification and there are 
two,  Qualified Local Observer, Trained and assessed within the group. 
Qualified  National Observer , trained within the group but assessed by a 
IAM Staff Examiner. This is recorded along with your other membership 
details on the IAM database. 

 Interested in being an Observer?  If you want to develop yourself 
further, then how about training to be an Observer and pass that 
knowledge and skill on to someone else? It’s not easy and there are IMI 
recognised  competencies that you will be Trained and Assessed against. 
Observer posts are not available all the time, as DAM only requires a 
certain number to fulfil its obligations to Associates on the Advanced 
Rider Course, but if you are interested you should make application in the 
first instance to the Chief Observer. If DAM is in need of new Observers, 
you will be invited for a briefing session where the role and commitment 
will be outlined to you. In terms of Guidance you will need to:
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• Be an excellent rider. This means a Full member, preferably with a F1rst 
pass or with some post-test experience or further training. Remember 
that while observing you need to maintain a very high level of personal 
riding , primarily looking after your and the Associates safety, while at 
the same time Observing an Associate in terms of progress with the 
Advanced Rider Course log book. 

• Have a thorough knowledge of the Highway Code and the Advanced 
Rider Course material. More experienced National Observers will also 
need to have a thorough knowledge of the Police manual Roadcraft, as 
well as supplementary material. 

• Be an excellent communicator with a real empathy for the Associate and 
the task at hand. To this end you need to be a conscious competent, 
which means you know what you are doing and why you are doing it. 

• Be able to identify objectively what your Associate does well and what 
they could do better. You then need to be able to give a constructive 
debrief session beside the road and at the end of the session, culminating 
in a concise, well-written ride report. The task is to instruct and enthuse 
your Associate so they are keen to learn more and keep working at their 
skills and knowledge until they too are ready for their test. 

• Be available for a long term commitment to quality rider training. Not 
all advanced riders are capable of being an IAM Observer and there is 
no shame in that. Some extremely experienced Police Class I riders are 
fantastic at their job, but do not necessarily make good instructors either. 
However, if you think you have what it takes to be a top class Observer 
with the IAM and DAM, please make contact and discuss it further. A lot 
is on offer. Make the most of it and enjoy your 
skills to the full.

Adrian Veale
Chief Observer, Devon Advanced Motorcycles
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Committee and Club Officers 2021
Chairman: 
Social Media: 
Nathaniel Goss
E: nathaniel.goss@gmail.com

Group Secretary:
Catherine McKinley
E: secretary@
advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Chief Observer:
Adrian Veale
E: avdamcso@gmail.com

Acting Treasurer:
Dave Cooper
E: dac.jec@gmail.com

Marketing/Events Co-ordinator:
Alan Goran
alan.goran@ymail.com

Group Rides Co-ordinator:
Rodney Rayner
E: groupridescoordinator@
outlook.com

Newsletter Editor:
Jill Payne
E: jill@kickstart-club.org.uk

Webmaster:
Nick Tucker
E: webmaster@ 
advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Rookie Rides Co-ordinator: 
Dave Mudge
david.mudge@environment-
agency.gov.uk

Membership:
Barrie Dennett
E: membership@
advancedmotorcyclists.org.uk

Observed Rides Co-ordinator:
Trevor Olding
M: 07738 580 992
E: trevorolding@blueyonder.co.uk

Other Committee Members:
Steve Hyde
Brian Churchward
Polly Jackson
Andrew Robertson

If you are a new associate member 
please contact Trevor as early 
as possible, preferably by email, 
even if you don’t intend to start 
your Advanced Rider Course 
immediately.

Trustees
Nathaniel Goss, Martin Rushworth,
Catherine McKinley, Dave Cooper

DISCLAIMER
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE OF THE 
I.A.M. OR DEVON ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. PUBLICATION OF AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER DOES NOT IMPLY APPROVAL OF THE GOODS OR SERVICES BY THE I.A.M. OR DEVON 
ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS. 
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Triumph Overall National Award Winner for the UK, 
Triumph Dealer of the Year 2017 
& MCN Dealer of the Year (SW) 2016

Total Triumph A38 Wellington Road, 
Taunton, Somerset TA4 1ES

01823 358899 
www.totaltriumph.co.uk
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